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INTRODUC'fION 
! COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY .QE CULTURAL MOVEMENTS 
IN LOUISVILLE 
-
DURING THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
-
INTRODUCTION. 
This survey is an attempt to trace various 
cultural movements that orig:1nated and developed in 
Louisville during the nineteenth century_ It has been 
undertaken with the idea of representing the groups in 
which men and wamen associated together to effect im-
provement and refinement in "mind, morals, and tasteD 
for themselves and indirectly for the community of which 
they were a part. This endeavor includes only those 
voluntary groups through which individuals sought to 
realize special interests outside the realm of educa-
tional or religious institutions. The associations, 
societies, and organizations herein compiled tend to re-
flect the initiative and leadership of relatively small 
groups of people; however, the appearance and success of 
such movements may be regarded as a cultural index or 
barometer ot the city through a determining period ot 
its growth. 
5 
Material tor this study has been gathered tor 
the most part from newspapers, acts ot incorporation, 
and records ot proceedings. Untortunately, much intor~ 
mation dealing with cultural development is unavailable. 
There can be no doubt that much helptul material is buried 
unknown in private libraries waiting to be called to the 
attention ot present owners. In vie. ot the inaccuracies 
ot human memory, resort was not made to personal recollec-
tion ot possible participants in the movements ot concern. 
The search tor material unearthed an incident that illus-
tratea quite torcibly the part that chance may play in dis-
closing or hid1ng the type ot material necessary tor such 
a study. Tbe secretary ot a very promising historical 
organization was at the same time the Clerk ot the United 
states District Court. Inadvertently be began to record 
the minutes ot the historical society in the same book in 
. . 
which he later kept the records ot the court. With the 
passing ot ttme the said minutes were pasted fast together 
to allow free usage of the court recorda. With the pass-
ing of ttme~ too, the book was cast aside with seemingly 
out-worn records. Fortunately, however~ some appreciative 
6 
individual in gleaning through court reoords was curious 
enough to break the seals securing the re cords ot said 
(1) 
historical. group. This disclosure has thrown an in-
teresting light upon the cultural interests ot t~e com-
munit,.. 
In analyzing the cultural movements ot a city 
for a century, one finds a variety of activities vying 
tor attention. It is difficult to designate definite 
tields tor these various activities due to the fact that 
many movements under consideration embrace several types 
ot activity_ It will be noticed particularly that the 
numerous library associations usually included a number 
ot endeavors. The purposes of thi s survey are served, 
however, by arriving at the tollo.tog classification ot 
cultural. intluences throughout the stated period: library 
associations; the Lyoeum movement; scientific advancement 
groups; historical societies; nationalistic cultural groups; 
literary and musical groups. Due consideration will be 
(1) Book containing record ot proceedings and court· 
records in Office ot 01erk ot U_ 8. District CoUrt for 
Western Distriot ot KentuCky unearthed by P.W.A. worker, 
spring ot 1936 showiilg Thomas Speed as Clerk otU. S. 
District Court of Western District ot Kentucky and Secre-
tary ot Academy of History ot Polytechnic Society of Ken-
tucky, 1883. 
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given to apparent overlapping of particular groups from 
one field into another. Emphasis will be placed, how-
ever, upcn the primary object of the movement. 
Records or traces of cultural endeavors in the 
opening years of the nineteenth century may have disap-
peared entirely; nevertheless, it seems reasonable to con-
clude that there was natural lack of a desire on the part 
of the citizenry for improvement along ~uch lines. One 
observer in Louisville in 1819 gives his impression of the 
"state of society" in the .flourishing river town: "Commer-
cial cities of all newly settled countries whose inhabi-
tants are gathered from every corner of the earth, who 
have Ddgrated thither with but one single object in view, 
that of acquiring money, are stamped with no general char-
acter, except that of frugality, attention to business, 
and in inordinate attachment to money. Absorbed in the 
great bustbess of adding dollar to dollar, no time is de-
voted to literature, or the acquirement of those graceful 
nothings, which, of no value in themselves, still consti-
(2) 
tute one great charm of polished socIety." Another 
(2) McMurtrie, H. M., Sketches of Louisville And Its 
--Environs, p. 118. 
r, 
8 
writer mentions the fate of a noteworthy literary assooia-
tion of the early period as "obliged, like all its fellows, 
to sink beneath the oareless inattention of a purely oom-
(3) 
meroial oommunity". Colonel R. T. Durrett pOints out 
the existence in 1828 in Louisville of three literary so-
( 4) 
oieties and one musical society. It will be noted 
that beginning in the thirties and Cal tinuing on up to the 
end of the century there was an interest in oul tural pur-
suits on the part of select groups of oitizens. Fre-
quently, to be sure, many of their hopes were not realized 
and many of their projeots suffered untimely terminations. 
Even short-lived movements, however, had a decided bear-
ing on the cultural atmosphere of the comm:unity, beoause 
they stimulated the development of more fortunate suo cess-
ors. 
(3) Casseday, Ben, 
The History ~ Louisville, p. 184 
(4) Durrett. Reuben T., 





In this account Louisville's various librar7 
associations and companies are considered as a developing 
oultural movement. Culminating in the Louisville Free Public (1) 
Library established in 1902 there were libraries that 
functioned almost continuously since the first library was 
(2) 
chartered in 1816. In that year the Legislature of 
Kentucky incorporated the Louisville Library Company. Mann 
Butler, William Galt, Brooke Hill, Hezekiah Hawley and 
William Tompkins were constituted "a corporation and body 
politic in law and in fact, under the name and st ile of the 
(3) 
President and Directors of the LoUi8~ille Library Company". 
(1) a. Book of Incorporation, No. 12, p. 57 
Jefferson County Court 
"Amended Articles of Incorporation of the 
Polytechnic SOCiety of Kentucky." 
b. Ordinance of City of Loui.sville establishing 
Free Public Library (approved March 21, 1902) 
--- --.~ 
General Ordinances ~ City Charter, p. 546 (annotated) 
1931 Compilation . 
City of Louisville 1931 
(2) An Act of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky to incorporate the Louisville and 
Hopkinsville LlbraryCompanies (Approved February 8, 1816) 
Acts of the General Assembll of the Commonwealth 
.2! Kerrcucq, 1813-1817, p. 6"'-;-
(3) ~. p. 567 
F 
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According to Dr. H. M. McMurtrie~ writing in l8l9~ this 
public library in the second story of the south wing of 
( 4) 
the Oourt House consisted of almost five hundred volumes. . 
"It was then in its prime and never afterward increased 
its volumes nor added to its usefulness. In 1838 the 
books which were left went into the library of the 'Ken-
tucky Historical Soeiety'~ Which made a fine-start~ but, 
like its predecessor, was not long lived. These unfor-
tunate volumes of the first library in the town~ having 
gotten into the Historical Society, seemed to have con-
tracted tm habit of going from one .collection to another. 
They passed from the 'Kentucky Historical Society' to the 
'Mercantile Association' of 1847 to the Kentucky Mechan-
ics' Institute of l854~ to the Young Men's Christian As-
sociation of l867~ to the Public Library of Kentucky of 
l870~ and to the Library of the Polytechnic Society of 
1878. Some of them yet bear the labels of these differ-
ent 'libraries through which they passed and are more val-
uable as relics of the first library in the town and its 
successors through which they passed than for anything 
(5) 
else." Later "At a meeting of the members of the 
(4) McMurtrie~ Q2. ~. p. 121 
(5) Johnston~ J. Stoddard~ 
Memorial Historx 2! Louisville~ 2 Vols. Vol. 1, p. 73 
t 
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Polytechnic SocietY6 December, 1901 The Executive Council 
was authorized to execute and cause to be recorded accord-
ing to Law Amendments to the Charter of said Society to 
change the corporate name thereof to the Louisville Public 
(6) 
Library." Th1s association merged into the Louisville 
Free Public Library. 
The charter ot the Louisville Library Company 
of 1816 specified "that the said corporat1on may purchase, 
receive by grant'6 or otherwise6 and hold books 6 maps, charts 
and all other apparatus appertaining to literature, and 
(7) , 
every other species of property". It is recounted of 
the Library of 1816 that "among its books were valuable his-
tories collected by Mann Butler, and works on scientific 
subjects obtained by Dr. McMurtrie. The whole number of 
volumes was about five hundred, and the young library may 
then be said to have been in its prime. It never materia1-
17 increased afterward, and when the malignant fever of 1822 
(6) "Amended Artio1es of Incorporation of the 
Polytechnic Society of KentuokY" 
Book of Incorporation, No. 12, p. 57 
,Jefferson County Court 
('7) An Act of 'the General Assembly ot the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky to incorporate the Louisville and Hop~ 
kinsvi11e Library Companies (Approved, February 8, 1816), 
Section 2 
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a~ost depopulated the city~ the library~ as well as the 
people~ seems to have taken the seeds of death into its 
system. The files of the first newspapers published in 
our city perished~ and so did the early works upon the 
history of our city, state, and country. Only a few of 
its volumes have COD19 down to our times, and these are of 
but little value in the collections in which they are now 
found. The most valuable books perished, and the unim-
portant ones which survived, reached our t !mes in such a 
mutilated condition as to be of little consideration ex-
cept as relics of the past. There is a name connected 
with its organization, however, that should not pass from 
our memory a s did its books from our use. This was Mann 
Butler, the first named among those who appear in the act 
ot incorporation. It was he who inaugurated the gather-
ing together of this first ,collection ot books in our city, 
and if he had had as much money as he had love for books, 
he would have placed the library upon such a lastlng founda-
. (8) 
tion that it would have stood to our times.a 
Mention has already been made of the library ot 
the Kentucky Historical Society ot 1838. That organization 
(8) Quotation from Colonel Reuben T. Durrett relating to 
Louisville Library of 1816 
Historz 2! The Ohio Falls Cities ~ Their Counties 
vote I, p;-42~ 
", 
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will be considered more tully under the classification 
of "historical societies"; a contemporary project ef-
fected in 1839 under the title of the Louisville Law 
Library Company was organized by Henry pyrtle, Garnett 
Dunc.an, John Kearney, and their associates. The Louis-
ville Law Library Company became authorized to establish 
and maintain a library "to consist of the history, trea-
tises, const ltution of the United states, and of the sev-
eral states and Territories, and of the laws and decisions 
of tm Supreme Court and Appellate Courts of the United 
states, and of the several States and Territories, and of 
the laws of Great Britain and Ireland, and the decisions 
of the Common Law and Chancery Courts, and of Elementary 
Works, and such other treatises on law as may be deemed 
(9) 
useful" • 
The Mercantile Library Association of Louisville 
was Chartered in 1842. "Said Library Association shall 
only have power to establish a library and reading and lec-
ture rooms in the city of Louisville, and unite therewith 
such philosophical or scientific apparatus as they may (10) 
choose". Its a1ms are best set forth in the preamble 
(9) 
(10) 
Acts of General Assembly of the Oommonwealth of 
--xenrucq of 1838, dhiptii m9, page 120 -
An Act 0 incorporate the Louisville Law Librar,. 
Company -(ApPl'o'Ved FebNary 8, 1839) 
Acts of General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
--xintiic!i 1839-42, dhiPtii' m, p. 149 -
In let 0 establish a Library Association at 
Louisville (Approved February 5, 1842) 
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ot its oonstitution, as to110ws: "We, the subsoribers, 
engaged 1n commercial. pursuits in the city ot Louisville, 
having tor our object the highest interests ot the eOllDlu-
nit7 with whieh we are identitied, by the more general 
ditfusion ot knowledge, that we may the better discharge 
our duties to our protession, to SOCiety and to ourselves, 
and deeply impressed with the advantages ot oombined ex-
ertion, 1n enlarging our means ot information, enoourag-
ing a tree interohange ot opinion and promoting a spirit 
ot generous education, have associated ourselves tor the 
purpose of collecting a library, establishing a reading 
room, and organizing a system ot instruction by lectures, 
classes and debates, together with such other methods ot 
(11) 
improvement as may be tound usetul". The Association 
threw open its library and reading-room to the inspection 
of the public and invited oitizens ot Louisville to oall 
and examine its colleotion ot books. Three hundred thous-
and volumes seleoted with great oare formed "the very cream 
. (12) 
ot the choicest works" in literature, science and history. 
(11) The Louisville Da1ll: Journal, Nov. 24, 1841 
--rConstltu£lon of he Mercantile Library 
Association ot Louisville) 
(12) The Louisville Dj1l1 Journal, Karch 29, 1842 (EQItorlil on the ercantlIe tibrary Association) 
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In 1847 a company was established by the name ot "The 
Louisville Library" to take possession ot the Mercantile 
(13) 
Library_ 
"Atter same ,ears ot prosperous and usetul lite, 
including lecture courses during the winter months, the 
Association weakened tor lack ot interest and pecuniary 
support; and it was ult~ately tound desirable to inter-
est the Chamber ot Commerce in its maintenance, by secur-
ing to that body the reversion of the library, when the 
society should be no longer able to sustain it_ ThiS, 
however, did not suttice to save it; and the tine collec-
tion was lang since dissipated and dispersed, no one knows 
where, with the exception of a scattered volume or broken 
(14) 
set here and there _ It 
Records ot the city reveal two instances wherein 
the municipal government dealt with the Louisville Library 
Oompany, the successor to the Meroantile Library_ In 1850 
the City Council provided that lithe Mayor and Council shall 
set apart the muse on the Corner ot Sixth and Jefterson 
Streets, by appropriate ordinances, tor the use ot the li-
(13) 
(14) 
Acts ot the General Assemblz ot the Commonwealth !! Xin!§kj 1846, Chapter Itm", -p; 157 
An Act to amend an act, entitled, an act to establish 
a Library Association at Louisville, approved Feb-
ruary 5, 1842, (approved February 13, 1847) 




brary-, and shall change, improve, and paint the same so 
as to make it a suitable 11brary room, and shall keep the 
same in good order and repair, and shall not remove the 
11bra17 from the said room w1thout prov1d1ng another roo. 
as suitable for the purpose. The Library- shall be ceded 
to tm c1 ty- upon the terms and conditions contained in 
- (15) 
this agreement •••• ". An Ordinance of 1853 author-
ized the dedication or surplus stock in the Louisville 
and Frankfort Railroad Company- to the support of the Louis-
ville Libra17. It specified that the Library Company 
"admit forever free of charge to all the privileges ot said 
library, such of the male and female scholars, in the Male 
and Female High Schools 1n this citY', as the Board of Trus-
. (16) 
tees of Public Schools may designate •••• " 
The succeeding library- project in Louisv1l1e be-
came mown as the Library Association of Louisville under 
its charter of 1868. Citing the act ot incorporation one 
(15) 
(16) 
Charter, Acts and Ordinances S!! ~ ~ 2.! Louisville 
1'780-1SW;-p-;-s'09 - -
"Agreement Between The City of Louisville and The 
Louisville Library- Company" . 
(Adopted and approved by the Council JulY-.l, -1850 
and recorded in Journal No.1. ot the Council 
pp. 264, 265) 
Charter, A.cts and Ordinances of the £!.!!l ot Louisville 
1780-18~.~9 -- --- --
"An Ordinance dedica~ing the surplus stock in tht 
Louisville and Frankfort Railroad Company to the 
support of the Lou1sville Library" 




f'inds that "There haa heretofore been formed in the oity 
of' Louisville an assooiation oalled the 'Library Assooia-
tion of' Louisville', the objeots of' wbleh are the obtain-
ing and maintaining a publio library and reading rooms, 
and procur1ng literary and soient1f'io leotures; now, there-
f'ore, in order to encourage and promote the above declared 
objects of' said assooiation •••• are hereby deolared and 
oreated a body oorporate, by the name and style of' the (17) 
'Library Assooiation of' Louisville'. This institu-
tion lef't f'ew traces of' its oareer. 
"The most sucoessf'ul of' the private library so-
oieties was the Louisville Library Association, whioh was 
organized on the 8th of' April, 1871. The plan upon whioh 
it was started was the oontribution by eaoh member of #30. 
or twenty volumes of' books aoceptable to the direotors. 
Two hundred and seventeen members united in the foundation 
of the library •••• The library was opened in the second 
story of the buUding at the northwest corner of Third and 
Walnut Streets, and remained there until January 1876, when 
it was removed to the rooms in the second story of the 
(17) Acts 0 f the General Assembly of' the Commonwealth 
--or !in~ 1867-1868 Vol. Yr,~pter 584, p. 25 
"~Aot ~corporate the Library Assooiation of' 
Louisville". 
(Approved February 26, 1868) 
I I it 
i --I , 
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building at the southeast corner of Fifth and Walnut 
streets •••• The Library Association owed its suc-
cess to the activity ot its directory and the enthusi-(18) 
astic support of many ot its members ••••• " 
In 1871 the Kentuc~ Legislature chartered 
The Pub11c Library of Kentucky. The act reads in part 
as follOWS: 
. "Whereas# A library containing the best 
books# ~ph1ets, periodica1s# and papers ot 
all ages and all countries#' free to the use 
and enjoJDlent ot the pub1ic# is a blessing to 
be sought in every community; 'and whereas, 
many goOd citizens are anxious to contribute 
by gift, loan, subscription, or otherwise, to 
the establi~ent and maintenance of such a 
library in the city of Louisv1l1e, prov1ded 
the Leg1slature w11l grant such a charter to 
the enterpr1se as will 1naugurate and place 
it upon a permanent and se1f-susta1ning basis; 
theretore, 
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
the "Commonwealth of Kentucky: 
1. That Thos. E. Bramlette, Henry M.Watter-
son, Kike W. Closkey, Benjamin Cassiday, George 
P~ Doeni, Walter N. Haldeman, H. M. McCarty, J. 
s. Cam, and R. T. Durrett, their successors and 
aSSigns, be, and they are hereby, created a cor-
poration by the name of the "Public Library ot 
Kentucky"; and by said corporate name are hereby 
given all the rights, privileges, and powers ot 
bodies-corporate for the uses and purposes herein 
set forth. 
(18) P1rt1e, James S. "The Louisville Library 
Association". Histori of The' Ohio Falls 
Cities And Their Count eif; VOI. -r,-p. 424 
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2. The said corporation may acquire and hold, 
by gift, purchase, loan, or otherwise, books, pam-
phlets, periodicals, and papers, to be used as a 
public library; and may acquire and hold, in fee 
simple or otherwise, the necessary grounds and 
buildings in which to keep and preserve and use 
its library; and may make such rules, regulations 
and by-lawsi for the acquisition, safe-keeping, 
use, and enjoyment ot its library, as may be deemed 
necessary: Provided, They are not in conflict with 
this act. 
*-:HHr******************* 1. To obtain books, periodicals, pamphlets, pa-
pers, and such property as said corporation may hold, 
and to keep up the library and meet the current ex-
penses of the same, the trustees, or a majority of 
them, are hereby authorized and empowered to issue 
stock for books, pamphlets, periodicals, and papers, 
to be used in the library, the same as if such stock 
were first sold and the proceeds thereof invested in 
such things; also to accept presents, donations, and 
gifts of books, pamphlets, periodicals, papers, and 
property, without issuing stock therefor; also to ac-
cept loans of books, pamphlets, periodicals, papers 
and property, to be used in the library for the care 
of them: also to publish a paper or periodical journal 
for the benefit of the library, and appropriate the . 
profits arising therefrom to the library; also to give, 
not to exceed five in number, public literary, musical, 
or dramatic entertainments, at which they may distrib-
ute, by lot, to patrons of the entertainments, a por-
tion of the proceeds arising trom the sale of tickets 
of admission; but no person is ever to be made to pay 
for the use and enjoyment of the books, pamphlets, 
periodicals, or papers of the corporation, and the 
library of the same is to be forever free to the gra-
tuitous use and enjoyment of every citizen of the State 
of Kentucky, and of all good citizens of every state in 
the Union, who shall conform to the rules and regula-
tions that may, from time to time, be made and adopted 
by the trustees for the care, preservation, and safety 
of the books and property of the corporation. The 
library, moreover, is to be kept open to the use and 
enjoy.ment of the public every day in the year, and dur-
ing such hours at night as may be deemed proper tor 
general use and enjoyment. 
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8. The trustees, or a majority of them~ are 
hereby authorized to appoint and employ such agents, 
assistants, and additional trusteea, as they may 
deem necessary to collect books, pamphlets, peri-
odicals, and papers, to secure subscriptions and 
donations, and to give and conduct literary, musical, 
and draaatie entertainments for the benefit of the 
library; but in such appointments ana employ.ments 
they are not to in101ve the corporation in debt, nor 
incur for it any liabilities beyond its ready means 
of meeting them. 
***********************"" (19 ) 
Through a series of five lottery drawings the 
library received the total sum of $424,396.32 which formed 
(20) 
the endowment of the said institution. "The Public 
Library of Kentucky was formally opened to the free use of 
(21) 
the public April 27, 1872." 
The property of the Library was a building lo-
cated on Fourth street between Green and Walnut. Mr. 
Towne, the librarian of the institution, described the prop-
erty as follows: "It has a front of 168 feet and a depth 
of 200 feet. It is 3 stories high. The ground floor con-
tains eight stores from which rents are received. Festival 
hall, the library room, and what is now a gymnasium - the 
(19) 
(20) 
Acts of the General Assemblz of the Commonwealth 
~! ren~ 1871, Chapter 1l147;P. 499, 
"An Act to corporate the Public Library of Kentucky" 
(This bill became a law Karch 16, 1871, the Governor 
having :failed to sign or return as required by the 
Constitution. ) 
Towne, P. A. - "The Public Library of Kentucky And 
The PolytechniC SOCiety of Kentucky." 
Louisville Monthlz Magasine, Vol. I, p. 441 (lugust, 1879 - Ho. 8) 
(21) ~., p. 440 
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former museum department - are all on the lower floor, 
also a back room used as a carpenter, shop for the build-
ing. The second story consists of rooms suitable for 
lecture and social purposes. One end of the building, 
includtng half the room on this floor, is occupied by 
the Young Ments Christian Association. The other end, 
lately occupied for a conservatory of music, is now va-
cant. The third story, co~sist1ng of about the same 
space as the second, is occupied by the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and by the Odd Fellows' Association. 
, (22) 
The two wings have each a fourth story, unoccupied." 
Accord1ng to Mr. Towne, "several facts combined 
in the swmner of 18'76 to warn the librarian that an attempt 
to organize a society to receive the property of the public 
library, that should also be strong enough to exempt that 
property fram taxation and create a fund for its future con-
duct, must no longer be delayed ••••• all pOinted to the 
necessity of same plan to avoid its impending sale to pay 
ott rapidly-accumulating debts. 
"The spirit, it not the letter of the charter, 
indicated that the pro~erty acquired under it should belong 
to the general pub11c •••• It might have been given to the 
Un1versity of Lou1sville, but there were other medical so-
cieties whose 1nterests were to be consulted. The libra-




r1an des1red that the whole city of Louisv1lle and the 
whole state of Kentucky should have th1s property# and 
in this v1ew he was sustained by all w1th whom he con-
(23 ) 
versed on the subject." 
In 1876 through the efforts of the 11brarian 
a number of gentlemen met for the purpose of organ1zing 
a l1terary sooiety that should meet the requ1rements 
deemed necessary for taking over the ob11gations of the 
Public Library of Kentucky. The resulting organizat1on 
continued as a purely literary and scientific society 
. (24) 
down to May 22, 1878, when it was chartered. 
Out of the bankruptcy of the Public Library of 
Kentucky rose the Polytechnic.Sooiety of Kentucky founded 
in 1876 and chartered in 1878, its object1ves being "the 
establishment of a public and oirculating library, and 
maintenance thereof; the printing and publication of 
papers or works illustrative of the history of Kentucky, 
of literature and science, the encouragement of original 
(25) 
and the diffusion of knowledge." Section 4 of the 
(23) ~., p. 657 
(24) ~., p. 658 
(25) Acts of Incorporation and By-Laws of the 
Polytechnic Society of Kentucky. 
(Acts 1877-78, Vol. 11# p. 600) 
Courier-Journal Job Rooms Print 





charter authorises the so ciety to acquire the holdings 
of the Publio Library o:f Kentuoky, in the :following pro-
visions: "The corporation may acquire and hold by gi:ft, 
purohase, loan, devise, or otherwise, books,pamphlets, 
periodicals, papers, and minerals, to be used as a library 
and museum; and ma,. acquire and hold, in fee or otherwise, 
suitable groUnds and buUdings 1n which to keep, preserve, 
and use its library and museum, and otherwise carr,. out 
its purposes; and may make such rules, regulations and by-
laws, :for the acquiSition, use and enjoyment of its library, 
museum, and propertY' :for the cClltrol o:f its membership, and 
tor oarrY'1ng out the objects herein named as may be deemed 
necessary: Provided, That it the Public Library ot KentuckY' 
shall make any gitt, sale, or transter to the said Poly-
teohnio Sooiety, such gift, sale or transter shall inolude 
all moneys in action, claims, demands, and right o:f action 
belonging to said Public Library ot Kentucky either at law 
(26) 
or in equi ty." 
In Kay, 1878, the Polytechnio Society became 
owner of the property and library ot the "Publio Library ot 




that amounted to $100 1000. The Society became a 
flourishing institution l establishing and maintaining a 
functioning library and exerting a cultural influence 
through its academies, lectures, and art gallery in a 
way that stimulated the thinking people of the commu-
nity. The .cultural achievements apart from the suc-
cess of the library of said Society will be treated in 
another section of this survey. 
The library, no doubt, remained the primary 
undertaking of the Society. From a civic viewpoint it 
will be satisfactory to note "that all the property of 
this corporation real, personal,and mixed, shall be free 
from all state and municipal taxation; but said society 
shall not acquire real estate exempt fram taxation apart 
fram the building and grounds used tor the objects named 
in this charter l and containing its librarYI museum, and 
gallery; and in case this charter or corporation shall 
lapse tram non-use or other cause l any property that may 
be owned by the corporation shall escheat to the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, and pass under the supervision of the 
. (28) 
State Librarian. In order to further the efforts of 
(27) 
(28) 
The Couri·er-Journal: Louisville, August 12, 1883 
-wroUIsvllle Libraries" 
Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
--xeniUc~1881-82, Vol. II Cnapter 459, p. 783, --
Approved reh 181 1880, "An Act to amend an aot, en-
titled 'An act tolncorporate the Polytechnic So-
Ciety of Kentuoky,' n approved April 10, 1878 and 




of this corporation 1n establishing a great free library 
in the advance.ment of science and in founding a free art 
gallery, school of design, and natural history .usettm in 
the city of Louisville, the general council of the city ot 
Louisville is authorised and e.mpowered, upon the request 
of a majority of resident tax-payers of the said city of 
Louis ville, as shown by the books of the assessor, to im-
pose, for the benefit of said institution for the purposes 
aforesaid, a general tax of not exceeding two cents on 
every $100 of property subject to taxation for purposes 
of sinking fund in said City, which said tax shall be col-
lected as other taxes of th~ city of Louisville, and paid 
over, as collected, to the officers of said institution 
(29) 
n 
• • • • • 
Eventually there emerged from the library of 
the Polytechnio Society of Kentucky the Louisville Free 
Public Library. The first step was changing the name to 
Louisville Public Library in 1901: "Therefore, be it re-
solved by the Executive Council of the Polytechnic Society 
of KentuCky which was ~reated a corporation by an act of 
the General Assembly entitled, An Aot to incorporate the 
Polytechnic Society of Kentucky approved April 10, 1878 -
namely First: That the corporate name Polytechnic Society 
of Kentucky be and it is hereby changed and in lieu thereof 
(29) ~., Seotion 14 
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the name of this corporat ion shall henceforth be The 
Louisville Public Library and by this corporate name 
(30) 
it shall be rorever known." The pressing need of 
a city-directed library continued to be felt. Corre-
spondence with Mr. Andrew Carnegie informed the mayor~ 
Charles F. Grainger, that Mr. Carnegie was willing to 
donate a large ~ for a library building on condition 
that the city provide a site and appropriate annually 
. (31) 
10% of the amount of the gift. 
A Kentucky Statute approved March 21, 1902, 
and a Oity Ordinance approved April 12. 1902 met the re-
(32) 
quirements set by Mr. Carnegie. Pending the con-
struction of the building for the newly-created municipal 
institution, it seemed that the city would be without a 
library. Despite the fact that it owned valuable prop-
erty on Fourth Avenue in addition to its 65,000 volumes 
(30) 
(31 ) 
Corporation Book No. l2f p. 57, Jefferson County Court, Ii Amended AFE'Ieles of . noorporation of the Polytechnic 
SOCiety of Kentucky," (Witnessed January !,1902) 
First Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the 
Louisville Free Public Library for the year ending 
A~ust 31, 1905. 
Letter from Jas. Be~tram to Mayor Charles F. 
Grainger," New York, January 18~ 1902, p. 10. 
(32) (a) Kentuc;y statute 2801 b 
"An act providing for the establishment and 
maintenance of free libraries in cities of 
the first class (approved March 21, 1902) 
(b) City OrdiJiance signifying and declaring the pur-
pose and interest of the Oity of Louisville to 
establish and maintain a Free Public Library (approved April l2~ 1902) 
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and museum material, the Louisville Public Library 
(the former Polytechnic Society of Kentucky) was suffer-
ing reverses. There presented Itself the desirability 
of combining this library with the city library in the 
process of development. Accordingly, necessary legis-
lation was effected and a 99 year contract executed 
November, 1904, provided for the merging of this old 
library into the Louisville Free Public Library. On 
May 5, 1905 the new library began its operations on the 
fifth floor of the building on Fourth street owned by 
(33) 
The Louisville Public Library. On July 24, 1908 the 
present structure on York Street housing the Louisville 
(34) 
Free Public Library was opened to the public. 
(33) First Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the 
Louisville Free Public Library for the year ending 
August 31, 1905, p. 11 and 12. 
(34) Louisville Public Institutions, Vol. I 
"Thi Library - 1933" ~rlghim, Harold, Librarian, 







In order to follow the trend of the lyceum 
movement in Louisville satisfaotorily, it is necessary 
to summarize the development of the so-oalled -American 
Lyceum·. This institution grew out of Josiah Holbrook's 
plan for the organization of an educational society pub-
lished in American Journal 2! Education in October, 1826. 
Hia plan materialized in Massaohusetts after the forma-
tion of the Millbury Branch, No.1, American'Lyceum in 
November, 1826. After twelve or fifteen neighboring 
towns followed the example of Millbury, the idea spread 
throughout the United states. In Kay, 1828, Mr. Hol-
brook issued a circular outlining good programs for aver-
age lyceums: 
n Article I. The objects of the lyceum are the 
improvement of its members in useful mowledge, and the 
advancement of popular education, by introducing uniform-
ity and improvements in common schools, by becoming aux-
iliary to a board of education. 
"Article 2. To effect these objeots, they will 
procure a cabinet, conSisting of books, apparatus for il-
lustrating the sciences, and a collection of minerals, and 
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will hold meetings for discussions, dissertations, il-
lustrating the sciences, or other exercises which shall 
be thought expedient. 
********** 
ItArticle 6. To raise the standard of common 
education, and to benefit the juvenile members of the 
lyceum, a portion of the books procured shall be fitted 
to young minds; and teachers of schools may be permitted 
to use for the benefit of their pupils who are members of 
the lyceum, the apparatus and minerals under such re-
(1) 
strictions as the association shall prescribe." 
An insight into the movement at large may be 
gained from Josiah Holbrook's list of objectives of a 
lyceum for 1829, No. 139, published in Boston: 
Itl. To 1m.prove oonversation by introducing 
worthwhile topics into the daily intercourse of families, 
neighbors and friends. 
"2. To elevate the amusement s of the community 
by making the weekly exercise of the Lyceum both instruc-
t i ve am enjoyable. 
(1) Hales, Cecil Brarmer· .. . 
The American Lyceumlt , Chapter I, p. 1, 2, 3, 
Office of Education Bulletin - United states 
Departme:nt 2! the friterlor, 1932, 10. 12. 
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"3. To help young people to save money by 
keeping them away from 'dancing masters, military exer-
cises, etc.' which cost more than the yearly Lyceum fee 
of $2.00. 
"4. To call into use neglected libraries and 
to give occasion for the establishing of new ones. 
"5. To provide a seminary for teachers. 
"6. To encourage and assist existing academies. 
"7. To inorease the advantages and raise the 
character of existing district schools. 
veys. 
"S. To compile data for town histories. 
"9. To make town maps. 
"10. To make agricultural and geologieal sur-
"11. 
(2) 
To begin a state collection of minerals." 
In 1838 Thomas Wyse, a member of the British 
Parliament, visited the United States and upon his return 
to England wrote thus concerning the lyceum system in the 
Publication ~ ~ Central Society ~ Education Volume II: 
"Thousands of children, of not more than eight or ten years 
(2) Noffsinger, John S. 
Correspondence Sehools, Lyceums, Cbatauquas, p.99, p.100 
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old, know more ot geology, mineralogy, botan7, statis-
tical tacts, etc., in tine, ot What concerns their daily 
and emotional interests and occupations, than was prob-
ably mown th1rt7 7e8l'S ago b7 an7 ti ve individuals in 
the United states." The tore going statement is extrav-
agant, but, nevertheless, it is illustrative ot the im-
(3) 
pression the l7ceum could make on an observer. 
A newspaper item in March, 1831, called the 
attention ot Louisville citizens to the possible torma-
tion ot a L7ceum. "Gentlemen desirous ot torming a 
Lyceum in this city, will meet at the Presbyterian Church, 
This Evening, at 7 o'clock. At the meeting the scope and 
. . ( 4) 
design ot such an institution will be explained." 
A subsequent notice revealed that "at an ad-
journed meeting ot persons tavorable to the establish-
ment ot a L7ceum in this city, held at Mr. S. S. Goodwin's 
ottice, on Monday the 11th ot April, a constitution was 
adopted •••••••••• The society then adjourned to meet at 
(3) 
( 4) 
Ibid., p. 104. 
-
The Lou1sv.L11e Daily Focus, March 23, 1831 
- "Lyceum" 
the same place on Saturday evening, the 16th mst. at 
7 o'clock. All persons triendly to the objects ot the 
( 5) 
institution, are respecttully invited to attend." 
A program ot lectures sponsored by the Louis-
ville L7ce'Ulll during the year 1831 included: 
"Objects and utility of L7ceums" delivered b7 
(6) 
A. Lovering, Esq. 
"Merits of the Ph7sioal Sciences combined with 
the other branches ot knowledge" delivered b7 Mr. Mann 
(7) 
Butler. 
"Physical scienoes compared with other great 
(8) 
divisions of knowledge." 








The Louisville ~~Bt Focus 
- April IS, 
The Louisville' DiAM Focus 
--- April 25, . 
~ Louisville ~ill Focus la7 5, 18 . 
The Lou! sville nail! Focus 
--- October 1, 18 1 
The Louisville Dail!tFOCUS 
--- October 8, 18 1 
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"On the nature and utility of Chemical Science, (10) 
with same account of attraction" delivered by Dr. Powell. 
Mann Butler, the curator and librarian of the 
Louis v.1l1e Lyceum, made announcement to the patrons of 
the Lyceum: "The undersigned Librarian of the Louisville 
L7ceum., respectful17 informs its friends of his readiness 
to take charge of any books, maps, natural specimens or 
other matters, which, they may be so liberally disposed, 
as to confer on an mfant institut ien, struggling with the 
public inditferEnce tor its very!!f!.. He assures them 
the 1r donat ions will be duly appreciated and particularly 
" (11) 
taken oare ot under the orders ot the Lyceum." 
In the Louisville Directory of 1832 may be 
found an explanation of the LouisVille Lyceum. It is 
said to be devoted to literature and scientific subjects. 
Meetings are set tor each Saturday evenmg; cost of mem-
bership - life tlO, annual tl. "This is, most unfortu-
nately tor the reputation ot Louisville, the only Society 
tormed professedly tor literary improvement on an exten-
(10) 
(11) 
The Louisville Daill Focus 
- Dieeiiber 24, 1 31 
The Louisville Dall~ Focus 
- November 23, 1 31 
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sive scale. Its objects are simply to promote popular 
tmprovement, by the diffusion of useful knowledge: its 
means of executing these objects are, 1st, written es-
says; 2d, oral addresses; and 3d, discussions. A small 
library has been commenced by the donations of some gen-
tlemen. Would we could enumerate its thousands of vol-
umes, or for any other pUblio institution, for the litera-
(12) 
ture and innocent en joymen t of our felloW' c it i.zens • " 
"The Louisville Lyceum, which was established 
this year (1831) under the encouragement and wi th the more 
dire ct aid of some of the most intelligent and prominent 
citizens of the place on the 16th of September had the en-
terprise to send the sum of $100 to Governor Metcalfe, at 
Frankfort, to be offered as a premium for a rather singu-
lar but very sensible object, described in the offer as 
'the best theory of education, to be illustrated by the 
examination of two or more pupils who have been instructed 
in accordance with its principles'. The Lyceum started 
off well, and for a ttme did excellent work; but it was 
evidently ahead of its time, and did not last more than 
(12) Butler, Mann 
"Louisville Lyceum" 
Louisville Directory, 1832, p. 138 
. (13) 
a few years". 
The period of greatest achievement of the 
37 
National Lyceum extended from 1831 to 1839. The tact 
that no reports of annual meetings may be tound af~er 1839 
seems to indicate that no more meetings took place. Town 
Lyceums were the organizations in which work ot self-
improvement and etfective sponsoring ot school improvement 
took place. Town lyceums did not die with the national 
organization, but they began to limit their activity mostly 
(14) 
to self-1mprovement through securing of lecturers. 
The year 1840 saw the establishment in Louisv1l1e 
ot the so-called Franklin Lyceum. Its primary object was 
the promot10n of intellectual pursuits. Legislat1ve au-
thor1ty was given to sponsor a circulating library. The 
" (15) 
project realized little success 1n its undertakings. 
(13) History 9! !£! Ohio Falls Cities And Their Counties, 
To'l.. I, p. 266 
(14) Hayes, Cecil Branner 
"The American Lyceum", Chapter II, p. 20 
Otfice of EdUDation Bulletin - United states 
l5i;eartment ~ the InterIor, 1932, No. 12 
(15) History Of ~ ~ Falls Cities And Their Counties, 
"Vol. I, p. 422 
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SCIENTIFIO ADVANCEMENT GROUPS 
With the thb'ties and ocntinuing intermittently 
througbout the century came marked interest among particu-
lar groups in Louisville in soience and natural phenomena. 
This interest is attested by the appearance of numerous 
societies and by selected newspaper accounts of publio at-
tendance at scientific lectures. Judging from the short 
life of the so-celled scientific societies, one may oon-
clude that they met with little or no success; nevertheless, 
their mere formation indicates their value as "trail blaz-
ers" in the int eUectual ambitions of the community. At 
least, they served to sttmulate their patrons during a par-
ticular per :1Dd. 
The Medical Institute of the Oity of Louisville, 
chartered in February, 1833, eventUally became a school ot 
medicine; however, amendments to the original charter had 
to be effected b.fo~ it could function adequately. as an 
institution of 1earning. Although its underlying motive 
was the erection and maintenance of a school of mediCine, 
it w1ll be cited in this survey as a movement indirectly 
influenoing the cultural aspects of the ci ty. The Insti-
tute comprised a number of leading citizens incorporated in 
40 
1833 tor the promotion and advancement of medical science 
(1) 
in the city ot Louis ville. The oharter provided "that 
the trustees of the Louisville Marine Hospital may confide 
the medical department ot said hospital to the Institute; 
and the Mayor and Council ot the City ot Louisville may con-
tide the medical department ot their poor-house and hospital 
-(2) 
to said Institute". 
A group of men terming themselves the Mechanics t 
Institute of the City ot Louisville was granted a charter 
by the state Legislature in 1835. The purpose set forth 
(3) 
was "improvement in the mechanical arts and sciences". 
Again, this movement retlects the spirit ot interest mani-
tested in the "thirties". They were authorized to establish 
a circulating library, and !tsuch professorships, upon any 
branch of mechanical knowledge or of manufactures, as they 
( 4) 





Acts 9f the General Assembli of the Commonweal th of 
--xen'£Ucq, 1833, "Ohipter 2 4-;-p 7"'300 .-
"In Act to establish a Medical Institute in the City 
of Louisville" 
(Approved February 2, 1833) 
Ibid., Section 6 
Acts ot the General Assembl~ of the Commonwealth of 
-xiiitwy, 1835, Cl'l8.pter 58 , p.2'5" -
nAn Act to establish a Mechanics' Institute in the City 
of Louisville" 
(Approved January 17, 1835) 
~., Section 2 
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In the preamble of the charter of the Louisville 
Medical Society granted in 1838, one finds, -that a number 
-of iniH. viduals connected with the Louisville Medical Insti-
tute are desirous of being incorporated as a society, under 
the name hereunto annexed, for the purpose of cultivating, 
to more advantage, the science of nedicine: and whereas, 
the usefulness of such an institution, under correct and 
efficient regulations, cannot be denied: and whereas, the 
sphere of it s :1nfluence would be much extended were it rec-
ognized and sanctioned by the Legi:slature of this Common-
weal th; end it being the wish of this body to give encour-
agement to literature, and especially to that part of it 
( 5) 
whose aim is the proll'Dtion of health - there fore •••• n • 
Newspaper editorials and notices reveal the favor-
able dispo:sition of the public toward lectures of a scien-
tific nature: 
(1841) "We have never in any place, witnessed a greater 
interest in scientific lectures than is exhibited by the peo-
ple of Louis ville at the pre sent time. For several winters, 
courses have been delivered, in different quarters of the 
city, with such success that arrangements have been made for 
(5) Acts of the General ASSembl{ of the Commonwealth of 
---xinrucq; 1836 - 39, dhap er8"fr:; p. 251 -
"An Act to incorporate the Louisville Medical Societylt 
(Approved February 16, 1838) 
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recommencing them this winter. We have already announced 
two lectures in a scientific course to be continued during 
the season at the Medical Institute; and are gratified to 
(6) 
learn that they attracted overflowing houses." 
"Dr. Charles Caldwell purposes to tinish, this even-
ing, the remarks he has yet to offer on the effects of edu-
cation in augmenting the size of the brain, and improving 
its qualities as the organ of the mind. Should time per-
mit, a few other thoughts on education, conducted on pbre-
(7) 
nologica1 principles will be submitted to the audience." 
"The Monday evening lecture at the Medical Institute 
will be delivered this evening by Professor Yandell in the 
laboratory. The lecture will be demonstrative; and, as 
the rooms are now lighted with gas_ the experiment will be 
(8) 
seen to advantage." 
"Dr. Yandell will deliver a public lecture at the 
Medical Institute this evening on the aurora borealis, the 
thunder-cloud, and other electrical phenomena. The regu-
(6) The Louisville Daily Journal, November 24, 1841 
(7) The Louisville Daill Journal, November 29, 1841 





lar scienti.fic lecture on )(onday evening will also be 
delivered by Dr. Yandell~ and w111 treat of electricity 
as existed by the deflagrator and by the magneto-e1ec-
(9) 
trical maChine." 
"Dr. Yandell will deliver a lecture this evenins in 
(10) 
the laboratory of the Medical Institute on Meteorology." 
"The next scienti.fic lecture at the Medical Insti-
tute w111 be delivered by Professor Yandell this evening, 
at half past six o'clock on hydrogen, aerostation and the 
oxy-hydrogen blow-pipe. 
"The lectures at the Institute continue to at-
tract the most crowded &.uditories • The .fact speaks well 
.far the ability o.f the lecturers, and for the literary and 
(11) 
scientific taste of the ladies and gentlemen of Louisville." 
"Dr. Thomas Sims at the reque st of the Medical 
Society of Louisville will deliver a lecture in the Medical 
Institute this evening. 
"The subjeot will be Phrenology as it is, with re-
(12) 
marks etc. on the subject of Neurologyl" 
(9) The Louisville Daill Journal, December 18, 1841 
(10) The Louisville Daill Journal~ January 5, 1842 
(11) The Louisville Daill Journal, January 10, 1842 
(12) The Louisville Dail,. Jcurnal, January 11, 1842 
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"The lecture at tts Medical !nati tute this evening 
will be delivered by Dr. Bayless on the heart and circula-
tion of the blood. 
"Dr. stms' next lecture will be delivered in the 
Medical Institute tomorrow evening. The subject will be 
(13) 
~uackery in general - Neurology in particular." 
"Professor Yandell requests us to say that his lee-
tUl'e this evening on the illuminating gases and the miners' 
(14) 
safety -lamp will be public." 
nThis evening at seven o'clock Dr. Caldwell will 
deliver a lecture at the Medical Institute on the subject 
of the phrenology and philosophy of Mental Sympathy and 
(15) 
Antipathy. " 
"Dr. Caldwell will deliver a lecture on the 
(16) 
'phrenology and philosophy of the human passions'." 
"At seven o'clock this evening at the Medical In-
stitute Dr. Caldwell will deliver by request a lecture on (17) 
Mesmerism. " 
(13) The Louisville Daill Journal, January 17, 1842 
-
(14) The Louisville Daily; Journal, January 22, 1842 
-
(15) ~ Louisville DailZ JournaJ., January 24, 1842 
(16) ~ Louisville Daill Journal, February 17, 1842 
(17) .!.!:! Lolli sv 1118 Dai1Z Journal, February 21, 1842 
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From the foregoing the observer gets a view of 
an apparent display of interest stimulated through the agency 
of the Medical Institute. In 1851 the medical profession 
again manifested a desire for the promotion of its science 
with the formation of the Medico-Chirurgical Society of the 
Kentucky School of Medicine in the city of Louisville. Its 
professed purpose involved "improving the members thereof 
in the knowledge of medicine, and for the general advance-
ment of medical scienc., through the means of essays, lec-
tures, and debates, and such other means of investigation, 
consistent with laws, as the said society may deem proper 
(18) 
to adopt." 
The SOCiety for the Advancement of Natural Sciences 
of Louisville, Kentucky, was created a body politic and cor-
porate in 1860. "Said society may acquire real and personal 
property by gift, purchase, deVise, or bequest, not to ex-
ceed in value, exclusive of any library, scientific appara-
tus, or collections of any kind for scientific purposes the 
(19) 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars." It "shall be en-
(18) 
(19) 
Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
--xentuc~ 1850-S1, chapter !06;-P. 259 --
"In Ic to incorporate the Medico-Chirurgical Society 
of the Kentucky School of Medicine" (Approved March 3, 1851) 
Acts of the General AssemblI of the Commonwealth of 
--rentuc~ 1859-60, Vol. :t , Chipter ml, p. 178-
"An Ac to incorporate the Society for the advance-
ment of Natural Sciences" 
(Approved February 22, 1860) 
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I 
titl ed toone copy of every Geological or other Sc ient ific 
surveY6 plat6 maP6 or table that mq be hereafter published, 
at the expense or by the authority of the state of Kentucky, 
and for the delivery of any such copies, the receipt of the 
(20) 
librarian shall be a sufficient voucher." 
Another group of men constituted the "Louisville 
Medioo-Chirurgioal Society" of 1869 "for the advanoement of 
the so ience of medi cine and the cul ti vat ion of amity and 
(21 ) 
uniformity in its practioe." With the year 1875 came 
the association of men 6 known as the Louisville Academy of 
Medicine 6 for "the promotion of order and harmony in the med-(22) 
ical profession and the cultivation of medical science". 
In the subsequent period of years the Polytechnic 
SOCiety of Kentucky dire cted the major cultural activities 
of the city. In 1880 a course in free popular scientific 
lectur es illustrated by brilliant experiments was established 
and the society' sprang into popularity increasing its mem-
(23) 





~. Section 2 
Acts of the General Assemblla0f the Commonwealth of 
--rintUcii'l8696 Vol. II6 0 ~e~2"6 p. 572 --
wIn Act for the incorporation of the Louisville 
Medico-Chirurgiea1 SOCiety" 
(Approved March 16',1869) 
Incorporation Book No.1, p. 442 
Jefferson County Court 








newspaper editorials during the success of these ,lectures in-
dicate their reception on the part of the public. "The 
third lecture in the (afternoon) series was given yesterday 
afternoon to a large, attentive audience of ladies. The 
subject of the lecture was 'Drinking waterS' It is a source 
of muCh satisfaction to the Polytechnic Society that such 
great interest is 11ILnifested m these lectures, and it is 
hoped that this growing interest will continue to expand 
until all of our ladies will so arrange their time as to 
spend an hour once a week in listening to Dr. Tanner's use-
ful and pleasant explanations of scientific subjects. 
Next Friday afternoon Dr. Tanner will lecture on nitrogen 
(24) 
and th e atmos phere and we bespeak him a large audience. n 
nThe second lecture of this (Polytechnic Evening) popular 
series will be delivered by Dr. J. A. Tanner in the Opera-
House to-night, and the subject .ill be 'Hydrogen' which 
will be treated in Dr. Tanner f s unual masterly manner, and 
(25) 
fully illustrated .ith numerous beautiful expertments. n 
(24) Courier-Journal: Louisville, December 1, 1883 
"polytechnic Afternoon Lecturesn 
(25) Courier-Journal: LouisvUle, December 3, 1883 
·Polj'tecEnic Popular Lectures" 
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LITERARY AND MUSICAL SOCIETIES 
-----
There exi8ted in Louisvil+e a number ot 8ocietie8 
that fall logically into a classification termed "literary 
and musical n • It is unfortunate that the sources tor this 
group are limited almost entirely to acts of incorporation 
wherein little other than objectives can be determined. 
The greater number ot these societies evidently passed out 
of existence without exerting great influence upon the com-
munity; one or two of them, however, developed and flour-
ished eventually becoming leading cultural institutions in 
the city. 
A group led by J. D. Bartield, H. A. Boies and 
William OWens became inc Ol'poratedin 1865 under the name of 
(1) 
the Louisville Mutual Literary Benefit SOCiety. Ob-
jectives are not stated in its charter. 
The following organization was incorporated as 
the "Harmony SOCiety of Louisville, Kentucky" through the 
initiative of Levi Bamberger, William Kriegshaber, Louis 
(1) Aots of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
-xi:ntUCkl, la65, Vol. I,dhapiir~l, p. 277 --(Approved February 22, l8S5) 
., An Aot t oincorpora te the Louisville Mutual 
Benefit Sooie t y" • 
50 
G. Tachau, Josep~ Rothchild and N. Bloom. "The pur-
poses of the society are the establishment of a library 
and reading room for its members, a hall for literary 
discussions, and an enlightened social intercourse among 
(2) 
its members." 
In 1866, T. L. Jansen, Charles J. Newman, James 
E. Smith" L. Jann, 3. A. Garr, G. H. Allsop, C. H. Shively 
organized The South Jefferson Lyceum. Their ob-
jecti ve was ttmutual improvement in debate.", (3) 
The same year, 1866, witnessed the establish-
ment of the Pamphlet and Magazine SOCiety of Louisville. 
John S. Hill, Miles Hill, W. A. Robards, 3. P. Jones, R. L. 
Woodruff, Henry Bigfort, and their associates were the or-
ganizers of this SOCiety who proposed to establish ~ li-
brary and reading room for its members, a hall for literary 
discussions, and an enlightened social intercourse among 
(2) 
(3) 
Acts of the General AssemblS of the Commonwealth of --xin'EU0Wi 1865, "Vol. 2, C apterI235, p. 138, -
"An Ac to incorporate the Harmony Society of 
Louisville" (Approved March 1, 1865) 
Acts of'the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
---rentiic~ 1865-66, Chapter 4O'6;--P". 332, -
"An Ac~to charter the South Jefferson Lyceum of 




David P. Foulds, Alexander D. Miles, James 
Edmunds, Harry Bishop and Charles C. Hull were responsi-
ble for the creation of the Philharmonic Sooiety of 
Louisville in 1867. "Said sooiety is created for the 
purpose of oultiva ting 8lJI)ng its members vooal and in-
strumEmtal music .. b¥ private o'r public entertainments 
(5) 
and e.xhibi tions." 
The Platonian Literary Sooiety was founded 
and inoorporated in 1868. The group included Orlando 
B. WilSon, James F. Buokner, Carey Peter, James F. Huber, 
(6) 
Enoch Breeding, Henry Glove, Horace Platt. 
The Euterpe Society of 1880 stated as its ob-
jeot and business the provision of a "suitable building 
for musical, social and intellectual status of its mem-




Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
--rentuo~ 1865-66, Chapter 695-;P. 610, -
"Ali Ac to incorporate the Pamphlet and Magazine 
Sooiety of Louisville" (Approved February 17, 1866) 
Acts of the General ASSembl! of the Commonwealth of 
--xinfUcij; 1867, Chapter 1 9~ P;-411. --
"In Act to incorporate the Philharmonic Sooiety of 
Louisville" (Approved February 15, 1867) 
Acts of the General Assembll of the Commonwealth of 
--xintueKj; 1867-68, chapter ~6;-P. 206 
wAn Act to inoorparate the Platonian Literary Sooiety 
of Louisville" (Approved March 5, 1868) 
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general power to pass suoh laws, rules and regulations 
oaloulated to enoourage and foster the development of 
(7) 
the mUSical, sooial and intelleotual mind." 
Miss Mildred J. Hill in her "History of Musio 
In Louisville" has listed the musical organizations that 
appeared in Loui sville dur ing the nineteenth century. 
Her list is the sole comPlete reoord of local musical life. 
These musioal organizations include: 
st. Cecelia 1822 
Mozart SOCiety 1843 
Liederkranz 1848 
Orpheus 1849 
Musical Fund, 1857, reorganized in 1867 and 1870 
Concordia Singing Society 1858 




Mozart Quintet 1870 
Moebius Orchestra 1872 
La Reunion Musioale 1874 
Sooial Maennerchor 1878 
Alpenroes1i 1878 
Amateur Orchestra 1879 
Oratorio Sooiety 1881 
Symphony 1881 
Musical Club 1882 
Harmonia Maennerohor 1882 
Exposition Concerts 1882-86 
Burck String Quartet 1887 
Chatterton Club 1890 
(7) Corporation Book, Number 2, p. 222 
Jefferson county Court, Jan. 22, 1880 
Saturday Night Orchestra 1890 
Louisville Mandolin and Guitar Club 1891 
Louisville Quintet Club 1891 
Male Choir 1893 
Oratorio Choir 1893 (8) 
Musical Literary Club 1895 
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A number of the above mentioned societies will 
be cited under "nationalistic cultural groups". For the 
purposes of this survey, only the accomplishments of the 
outstanding movements will be reviewed. 
The first musical society in Louisville, the st. 
Cecilia, was organized in 1822. Although little 1s known 
of its achievements, it existed from 1822 to 1824 and was 
reorganized in 1835. 
Professor E. W. Gunter drew together interested 
musicians in 1840 for the purpose of giving a sacred concert. 
The success or the concert induced the musicians to continue 
to work together permanently. The organization that they 
organized became known as the Mozart Society. The exact 
date or its organization is not known, but it is supposed 
to be before' 1845. The first concert of the Mozart Society 
was in st. Paul's Church and parts of Haydn's Oratorio or 
the "Creation" were sung. Dr. Mason, Mrs. Harry Peters, 
(8) Johnston, Q2. Q!l., Volume II, p. 94 
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and Madame Ablamowicz sang the solo parts. The public be-
came so interested in this ambitious society that the John 
I. Jacob family put up a hall on the northwest corner of 
Fourth and Jefferson streets for the 1r use and called it 
Mozart Hall. 
With the resignation of Professor Gunter as di-
rector of the Mozart, Georse Brainert became its leader. 
Unfortunately, fire destroyed the library of the society 
and impaired the progress of the organization. At the 
close of the Civit War, in 1865, Professor Gunter called 
the Mozart together for their final concert. The event 
was known as the "Peace Festival" and the society ended as 
it has begun with Haydn's "Creation". 
The famous Liederkranz Society can be traced to a 
very modest beginning. A quartet composed of Messrs. Volk-
man, Walter, Denbard and Bernhard was formed in 1846 under 
the direction of a violinist named Kisten. In 1847 the 
quartet was reorganized under the leadership of Kremins, a 
piano player. In 1848 a man named Benzon came to Louis-
ville from st. Louis to take a position on a newspaper. With 
Benzon came a man named Schafer who had at one time directed 
a quartet club in New York. Through the paper Benzon and 






meeting far the purpose of founding a singing society. 
The name "Liederkranz" was selected to signify that German 
song must be like a wreath binding together the Germans. of 
all classes. The first publio concert of the Liederkranz 
(9) 
was given in 1849. 
The first National Saengerfest in the West was 
held in Louisville from July 24 to July 29, 1866. The 
mus ical celebration. in Louisville marked the fourteenth 
annual "feast" of the North American Saengerbund. "Our 
German and Amerioan citizens, united as brethren in the 
great purpose of rendering the national feast now going on 
worthy alike of the dist.inguished musical unions and of the 
proverbial hospitality and good taste of Kentucky's metropo-
lis, worked in pleasing emulation to receive and entertain 
the delegates pouring in through our gates from rail-cars 
(10) 
and steamers." 
Singing soc~ties represented at the "Great Fest" 
incltded delegations from: 
Maennerchor, Columbus, o. 
Great Western Band, Chicago, 
Concordia, Chicago 
Germania, Chicago 
(9) B2. Q!!., Vol. II, p. 86, p. 87 
(10) Tb8 Louisville Journal, July 25, 1866 




Germania, st. Louis 
Arion of the West, st. Louis 
Turner Maennerchor, Nashvllle 
Liederchor, Evansville . 
Maennercbor~ Tell Clty, Ind. 
Maennerchor, Indlanapolls 
Maennerchori Columbus 
Maennerohor, Terre Haute, Ind. 
Llederkl'anz; Richmond 
Maennerchori New Albany 
Lledertatel, Lafayette, Ind. 
Saengerbund~ Aurora, Ind. 
kennerehor, LaPorte, Ind. 
Liederkranz; New York 
Liedertafel, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Liederkranz, Syracruse 
Maennerehor, Wheeling, W. Va. 
Frohsinn, Pittsburg 
Cincinnati Band, Cincinnati 
Maennerehor, Cincinnati 
Saengerbund, Cinclnnati 
Junger Jlaennerchor, Cincinnatl 
Harmony, C111 clnnati . 
Saengerchorof the Druids, Cincinnati 
Saengerbund, Toledo, O. 
Gesangvereln, Cleveland, O. 
Maennerchori Cleveland 
Llederkranz, Cleveland 
Llederkranz, Sidney, O. 
Wyandotte Saengerbund, Sandusky, O. 
Eintracht, Chillicothe, O. 
Liedertatel, Chlllicothe, O. 
Bunderbund, ·Tlffin, O. 
Saengerbund,Jetfersonville, Ind. 
Orpheus, Loulsville 
Frohsinn, L6u1 sville 
Liederkranz, Loulsville 
Concordia, LouisvUle (11) 
The Louisville Journal, July 24, 1866 
--wpreparatlon tor the Great Festn 
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The Liederkranz grew into such a successful 
society that they were able to construct a building suited 
to their needs on Market Street between First and Seoond. 
The cornerstone was laid in 18'72 and the building came into 
use in 18'73 being known as Music Hall. Upon the completion 
of the building, the German citizens of Louisville employed 
(12) 
an entire opera company for two successive seasons. 
Thi s building pas sed out of the hands of the Liederkranz 
in 1880. In 1895, the SOCiety purchased the old parsonage 
of st. Paul's Church on the northwest corner of· Sixth and 
Waln ut Stre e ts • 
(13) 
There it erected another building in 1896. 
On September 5, 186'7, John Byer and Donald Mac-
pherson organized the Mendelssohn Club with Donald Mac-
pherson as President and C. C. Hull as Director. Mr. 14ac-
pherson, Seoretary of the School Board, procured the use of 
rooms on the fourth floor of Center and Walnut School build-
ing. The club numbered about one hundred signers. Among 
the great works given by the Mendelssohn Club were Haydn's 
"Great ion", "The Seasons", and "Imperial Mass", Handel's 
Messiah", Mendelssohn's "Forty-second and Ninety-fifth 
(12) Louisv11le Post, April 11, 1923 
irs. EiDIly.Davison "Music History 50 years ago" 
(13) Johnston, 2£. £!l., p. 88 
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Psalms", "Hymn of Praise", "Elijah" and "st. Paul", Mo-
zart's Requiem", Beethoven's "C Mass", Verdi's "Crowned 
with the Tempest". 
(14) 
The Club went out of existence in 
1873. 
La Reunion Musciale, organized 1874, was one of 
the most popular societies Louisville has eyer known. Its 
first program on November 9, 1874, in the Masonic Temple 
was the keynote to all their after work: 
Overture, "Egmont", two pianos - Beethoven 
Quartet, vocal, fram Macbeth - Verdi 
TriO, piano, violin and 'cello, OPe 42 - Rubinstein 
Intermission of ten minutes for ccnversation 
Aria, fram "Huguenots" - Kyerbeer 
Serenade, with piano accompaniment, op& 43 - Mendelssohn 
Duett, tram "Stabat Mater" - Rossini 
Intermission 
Sextette, piano, two violins, viola and two 'cellos - Onslow 
Aria from "Figaro" - Mozart 
Sextette, tram "Don Givanni" - Mozart 
La Reunion gave these rehearsals monthly during the season 
(15) 
from 1874 to 1877. 
In October, 1881, John Byers and Donald Macpherson 
called the musicians of Louisville together and a new SOCiety 
(15) Johnston, Q£. Q!!., p. 90 
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was formed called Oratorio Society. It was in existence 
seven years with Macpherson as director and William Frese 
as pianist. The Board of Directors were the choir lead-
ers of the different churches of the city, and, in bring-
ing their choirs with them into the society, the best 
singers were thus secured. Rehearsals were held in the 
chapel of the Presbyterian Church on the corner of Fourth 
and Chestnut Streets. The works given: 
1. Bach: "st. Matthew's Passiontt , by a double quartet 
2. Handel: "Israel in Egypt", "Messiah", "Samson", "Judas 
Maccabaeus", Coronation Anthemtt and "nettinzein 
Te Deum". 
3. Mendelssohn: "Elizah", "st. Paul", Hymn of Praise", 
"Forty-second and Ninety-fifth Psalms", and 
some smaller cantatas. 
4. Haydn: "The Creation", "Imperial Mass", "The Seasons", 
entire. 
5. Mozart: "The Requiem" and "Three Famous Motettes" 
6. Beethoven: "Mass in C", choruses from "The Mount of Olives" 
7. Gounod: "The Redemption", and several smaller works 
8. The first rendition of Handel's "Israel in Egypt" and 
Gounod's "Redemption" in the West was by 
(16) 
this society. 
(16) Johnston, Q2.~., p. 90 
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The Southern Exposition, 1883 to 1886, gave to 
the Louisville public its greatest musical feast. During 
1883 the ,Exposition lasted for one hundred days. Cappa's 
Seventh Regiment Band gave dally concerts during the first 
fifty days; Gilmore's Twenty-second Regiment Band provided 
concerts during the rEDa1ning fifty days. A chorus of 
500 was d:irected by Mr. Donald Macpherson and Professor 
(17) 
Otto Schueler. 
Mr. Walter DamrosCh, conductor of the New York 
Symphony Orchestra, described his stay in Louisville during 
the summer season of 1885 and 1886 -" * * * 1885 and 1886 
I was invited by the Southern Exposition of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, to come there with my orchestra to play the entire sum-
mer, giving two concerts a day. I shall always look back on 
those two summers with delight and gratitude. I was very 
young and it was my first experience of a prolonged stay in 
a Southern city. Louisville at that time was a small com-
munity, but with an old civilization which manifested itself 
in a circle of ehar~ng people of established culture and 
(18) 
social relations. 1t 
A group of men organized the Frese Choir in 1883. 
ItThe objects and general nature of the business of said eor-
(17) Johnston, Ope Cit., p. 91 
(18) Louisville Post, April 11, 1923 






poration are the for.mation of a male chorus for the study 
and practice of music and for the mutual benefit and en-
tertainment of its members and generally to make a taste (19) 
for and study of music more popular." 
The "May Festival" under the direction of Mr. 
Charles E. Shackleton was one of the greatest events in 
the musical history of Louisville. The famous Boston 
Symphony orchestra, directed by Mr. Arthur Nikisch, was 
engaged. A chorus of two hundred and fifty voices ren-
dered ·Stabat Mater" of Dvorak, and Mendelssohn's "Elijah". 
The Festival was a success artistically and financially. 
After the May Festival the Musical Club gave one concert 
at Phoenix Hill Park, after which it did not appear in pub-
lic until the organization of the World's Fair Chorus in 
1892. The national reputation achieved by the May Festi-
val Chorus, 1891, caused Mr. Shackleton to be summoned to 
Chicago in March 1892 to attend a conference of chorus di-
rectors under the presiding of Mr. Theodore Thomas with 
the object of outlining plans for the appearance of large 
choral bodies at the World's Fair. Mr. Shackleton was re-
quested to form a chorus to take part in the grand festival 
(19) Corporation Book, Number 3, p. 13 
Jefferson County Court, March 29, 1883 
(20) 
to be held July, 1893. 
The polytechnic Society of Kentucky has been 
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cited in numerous :Instances :in this survey. Its diversi-
fied interests afforded opportunities for cultural devel-
opment in almost every line of endeavor. A newspaper ar-
ticle appearing in 1883 summarizes that society's contrib-
ution to the comnuni ty. "We copy the following from the 
Central Methodist, and commend it to the thoughtful atten-
tion of our citizens. The Polytechnic is a peculiar 
Louisville institution, and its influence on the character 
of Louisville is beginning tobe seen and appreciated. 
Its great free library, its free scientific lectures, its 
class as in the sciences and in art, its choice list of 
newspapers end magazines present means for intelligent en-
jOJll1ent and culture of which few cities can boast. The 
enterprise and public spirit of its managers is beyond all 
praise. " 
(21) 
The Louisville ·Literature Club organized in 
1882 represents an early attempt on the part of Louis-
ville women to seek cul. tural improvement. The group 
(29) Johnston, £2- Cit., p. 92 
(21) The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky) 
--neeem6er 11, 1883 
"Our Polytechnic Abroad" 
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devoted itself to the study of world literature. During 
the first years of its existence the members studied 
American literature, English literature, and German lit-
(22) 
erature. 
In October, 1887, w~s founded the Monday After-
noon Club" for the encour~gement of culture among women". 
The organization centered attention upon "literature, cur-
(23) 
rent event s and art. n 
The Dickens Musical and Dramatic Club of 
1886 stipulated that its mem.bership be limited to 
forty- seventeen ladies and twenty-three gentlemen. Its 
object was "to develop and direct the talents of each in-
dividual member in such a way as to be beneficial to the 
(24) 
Club and the Club's friends." 
The Woman t s Club of Louisville organized a few 
years earlier, 1890, became incorporated in 1895. The 




The Louisville Ttmes (Louisville, Kentucky) 
--necember31, 1909 
Randolph, Helen Murray - "The Louisville Woman. 




Constitution and BS-Laws of the Dickens Musical ana Dramat i'C"e'l.u . - -
'""'tOuisd11e, Kentucky 
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re-sympathy and counsel and united effort to further 
(25) 
form and 1mprovement in the community in which we live." 
This particular organization has experienced success in 
becoming a vital influence in providing facilities for 
cultural 1mprovement in the community. 
Thirty-eight women, influenced and stimulated 
by Mrs. B. F. Avery's enthusiasm, formed the nucleus of 
this organization meeting for the first time in March, 1890. 
Mrs. Patty B. Semple was the first President of the Club. 
Early meetings were held in members' homes, later in Hamp-
ton Gymnasium, the Galt House, College street Chapel, Elk's 
Hall, and finally in the Woman's Clubhouse, formally opened 
October 15, 1902. 
During the nineties the Club sponsored the follow-
ing: 
1892 to 1893 Lectures by Dr. John Fiske and Mr. James 
Lane Allen. 
Free exhibition of impressionist pictures. 
1893 to 1894 Lecture b7 Mrs. Charles M. Kurtz 
Reading by Mrs. John Fox 
1894 to 1895 Lectures by Mr. Walter Damrosch and Rabbi Moses 
1895 to 1896 Series of lectures by Mr. Walter Damrosch 
(25) Corporation Book, Number 9, p. 197 
August 27, 1895 
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1896 to 1897 Lectures by Mr. Hamilton W. Mabie and Mr. 
Frederic Root. 
Concerts by Mr. Plunkett Green and 
(26) 
Miss Villa Whitey White. 
The success of this organization may be estimated 
though the :following citation: "The Woman's Club has exer-
cised such a powerful influence for good in the community, 
has inaugurated so many reforms, has launched so many philan-
thropies, has brought such a number of the most famous musi-
Cians, lecturers and authors to Louisville, has given art 
exhibits unsurpassed by any similar club in the country, has 
entertained so many of the nation's most distinguished men 
and women, fostered suCh far-reaching legislative reforms that 
the tribute paid it by the representative of the Carnegie In-
stitute for Scientific Research that 'It is the greatest eth-
ical influence for public sentiment in the State' is easily 
. (27) 
understood" • 
(26) Yearbook of the Woman's Club of Louisville, 1906, 
- - 190s,lm>7;-p. 31 
(27) Louisville Library Collection 
Institution Series, Vol. I, p. 345, p. 346 
Quoting The LouisvUle Times (Louisville, Kentucky) 
--- Deoember 31, 1909 
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NATIONALISTIC CULTURAL GROUPS 
NATIONALISTIC CULTURAL GROUPS 
Thr ough the format ion of their various so-
cieties immigrants affected indirectly the cultural 
development of Louisville in the nineteenth century. 
A number of these groups have continued to exist to 
the present time successfully preserving among their 
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members a nationalistic consciousness. The 1r prinary 
object was to help the individual become adjusted to 
the ADler ican community. These groups, too, were agen-
cies of transmit ting European culture to the American 
scene. . Despite the fact that many of these groups 
were organized purely .for benevolent and social pur-
poses, they evidently influenced indirectly the cul-
tural development of the partiCipants. Swlss, German 
and Irish organizations appear in the available records. 
Cens us reports .for the second half of the 
century show the number of Louisville's foreign-born 
population cited in this stud7! 
(1) 
I. 1850 
Aggregate population of Louisville 
German foreign-born ••••••• ~ •••••• 




(1) Statistical View Of The United States - Being a 
COJri)end!um Or TIii Seventh Census 
Washington: A.O.P. Nicholson, Public Printer, 1854 













Aggregate population of Louisville 
Ger.man foreign-born •••••••••••••• 
Irish foreign-born ••••••••••••••• 
(3) 
1870 
Aggregate population of Louisville 
German foreign-born •••••••••••••• 
Iri sh fore ign -born .••••••••••••••• 
SWiS8 foreign-born ••••••••••••••• 
( 4) 
1880 
Aggregate population of Louisville 
German foreign-born •••••••••••••• 
Irish foreign-born ••••••••••••••• 
Swiss foreign-born ••••••••••••••• 
( 5) 
1890 
Aggregate population of Louisville 
German foreign-born •••••••••••••• 
Irish fore ign-born ••••••••••••••• 
Swiss foreign-born ••••••••••••••• 
(6) 
1900 
Aggregate population of Louisville 
German foreign-born •••••••••••••• 
Irish foreign-born ••••••••••••••• 





















The Ei~th Census Statistics Of The United states in 1860 
-Wasngton: GOvernment Printing Office 1866 
p. XVIII, p. IVIII 
Ninth Census - Volume I 
Tbe Statistics Of The POtulation Of The United states 
-Washmgton:Governmen Prfiitingo'ffice, 18'72 
p. 386, p.389, p. 390, p. 391 
Statistics Of The Population Of The United states 
At thi Ten-en (;.n sus 1SaO - -
-wiiiimgton: Government· Printing Office, 1883 
p. 538, p. 539, p. 541 
I 
Report On Population Of The United States 
At Tbe~1eventh CeniUs;-I890 Part I 
-WaiEIngton, D. c.: ~overnment Printing Office 1895 
p. 670, p. 671, p. 672, p. 704 
Census RetOrts - Twelfth Census Of The United states, 1900 
Washing on: U. S. Census OffIci; ~ 
p. 453, p. 797, p. 798, p. 799 
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!be Swiss element in the population of Louis-
ville has been active in maintaining their nationalistic 
societies. The first Swiss Society in Louisville, the 
Gruetli Benevolent Society, was established May 16, 1850, 
under the name of "The Swiss Society". Since that time 
the Helvetia, Schweitzer Bund, Alpenroesil, Edelweiss, 
Swiss Charity Society, Swiss American Club, Swiss-American 
Home Association, and the Yodel Club have been organized 
and all are active and prosperous. The latest is the United 
Swiss Society which is made up of five members from each of 
(7) 
the other nine Swiss Societies in the city. 
In 1871 a group of leading Swiss-Ameriean citi-
zens, William Geipel, W. Hock, J. C. Bamberger, Edward 
II 
Kaiser, J. Kipfer, J. Hunziker, Con Schottlein, J. Burge, 
and Charles Mueller, formed an association for the purpose 
of social refinement. Objectives were set up of "general 
improvement in strengthening the ties of friendship already 
existing between the Swiss residing in the state of Ken-
tucky and cities of New Albany and Jeffersonville, Indiana, 
and of honorably representing their nationality of encour-
aging the emigration to the state of Kentucky and to cement 
more closely the bonds of union that should ever exist among 
(7) The Louisville Civic Opinion (Louisville, Kentucky) 
--- JUly 31, 1926 
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Swiss under the name of Helvetia Society and said asso-
ciation desires corporate power that it may carryon 
its business as a body and own and hold property for 
(8) 
its uses as a society.n According to John Schmied, 
president of the Society in 1~2~_, ~~ e;roup'h~s_ ~ur­
thered and encouraged the immigration of Swiss to Ken-
tucky. In the course of its existence it has arranged 
many activities, chief among them the successful present-
(9) 
ation of nWilliam Tell" and "Bluemlis Alp". 
Among the Germans one finds that music was 
evidently the cultural interest that had the greatest 
appeal in drawing :1ndl viduals together for refinement 
and improvement. One of Louisville's oldest male 
chorus groups that has the distinction of being one of 
the oldest singing societies of its kind in the entire 
South was organized on February 12, 1848, on the ground 
floor of a church that stood on the southwest corner of 
Fifth and Walnut Streets. It flourished as the Louis-
ville Liederkranz and came to be one of the dominant 
(8) Book of Incorporation No.1, p. 48, Jefferson 
County Court. 
"Act of Incorporation of Helvetia Society 
of Kentucky" 
(9) The Lou:Lsville Times, January 8!fi 1930 
--rHelvetla Sooiety" 
(10) 
forces in musical circles in the city. 
In 1858 the Lieder Kranz Society of the 
city of Louisville was granted a charter by the Gen-
eral Assembly of Kentucky; its objects were given as 
the cultivation of skill and diffusion of taste in 
(11) 
music. It 'endeavored to effect "the cultivation 
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of skill and diffusion of Taste in music and the cul-
(12) 
tivation of social intercourse among its members." 
Another group of German singers, the Con-
cordia Singing Society, boasts of a continuous record 
since December 28, 1855. It has the distinction of 
being the only Catholic Sing ing SOCiety of it s kind 
and the oldest German Catholic Singing SOCiety in the 
South. Thi s group participates in the North American 
(13) 
Saenger Bund. 
(10) The Herald-Post (Louisville, Kentucky) 
- February-II, 1933 
(11) Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
--xintucKj; 1857-58, Vol. 1 ana ~chipter 797, p:-357 
"An Act to incorporate the Lieder Kranz Society, 
of the City of Louisville 
(Approved February 17, 1858) 
(12) Book of Incorporation No.1, p. 96, Jefferson County Court 
"An Act of Incorporation of Liederkranz Society" 
(November 6, 1871) 
(13) The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky) 
- Decemb er 29, n~25 
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An act of incorporation approved in 1870 ex-
plained tba t ther e was formed in the city of Louisville 
an association called the "Louisville Saengerbundtt • 
This group listed as Julius Dorn, G. Baurman, G. S. 
Schuhmann, N. Bloom, M. Byur, J. Von Borries, Theodore 
Schwartz, A. Brandeis, J. J. Fischer, and F. Reidbar, 
professed to wish to build a hall to be called ttGermania" (14) 
wi th a public library, reading and lecture rooms. 
The said corpcration shall ha-ve power to keep, manage, 
and conduct an 'Academy of Music, Library, and Leoture 
Rooms', in the city of Louisville; to employ agents, 
clerks, and servants, and to provide for musical and 
other entertainments. It may erect and build all store-
houses and other buildings, in connection with the Academy, 
as it may deem expedient for the successful keeping and 
(15) 
conducting of said Academy of Music ••••••• " 
The Teutonia Maennerchor of Louisville origi-
nating in 1871 desired to cuI ti vate musical enjoyments 
and friendship. It included as its founders L. E. Eck-
(14) Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
--xinlUcKj; 1869-70, Vol. t, -- ---
chapter 24, p. 29 "Preamble" 
(Approved January 7, 1870) 
(IS) ~., Section 2 
.. 
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stenkemper, L. Daeuble, P. Eitel, R. Mansvield, V. 
(16) 
Ste in, Charle s Armbrust er and B. Erb. 
The Louisville Turngemeinde represents an 
interesting unit of the international organization known 
as the Turnverein, a Ge:rman institution founded in the 
early part of the nineteenth century for the purpose of 
furthering physical education. The idea of the original 
organization was carried to the United states by German 
settlers who later extended their objectives to include 
the discussion of intellectual, political, social and 
(1'7) 
religious ideas. 
The father of the "Turnverein" was Frederick 
LudWig Jahn, a Ge~an pedagogue and patriot (17'78-1852) 
born in Lanz. He became known to his adherents as 
Turnvater ("Father of Gymnastics"). He studied theology 
" and philology fran 1796 to 1802 at Halle, Gottingen and 
Greifswald. After Jena he joined the Prussian army. 
1809 he went to Berlin, where he became a teacher at the 
Gymnasium Zum Grauen as well as at the Plamann School. 
In 
(16) Incorporation Book, No.1, p. 58, Jefferson County Court, 
"An Act to incor~orate the Teutonia Maennerchor of 
Louisville 
Approved May 20, 18'71) 





Brooding upon the humiliation of his native land by 
Napoleon, he conceived the idea of restoring the morale 
of hi s oountrymen by the development of their physical 
and moral powers tbroughthe practice of gymnastios. 
The first ,TurnElatz, 01' open-air gymnasium, was opened 
by him at Berlin in 1811, the young gymnast s being 
taught to regard themselves as member,s of a kind of 
guild for the emancipation of the ir fatherland. In 
1813 he took an active part at Breslau in the formation 
If 
of the famous oorps of "Lutzow: a battalion which he 
c,ommanded, though durmg the same period he was often 
employed m secret service. After the war he returned 
to Berlin, where he was apPOinted state teacher of gym-
nastics. As such he was a leader in the formation of 
ten student Burs chens chaf ten (patriotic fraternities) (18) 
in Jena. 
A man of democratic nature, rugged, honest, 
eocentric and outspoken, Jabn often came into collision 
with the reactionary spirit of the t 1me, and in 1819 the 
Turnplatz was closed and Jahn was arrested. He was de-
tained at the fortress of Kollberg until 1824, and sen-
tenced to imprisonment for two years; but his sentence 
(18) ~., XII, p. 867 
was reversed in 1825, though he was forbidden to live 
within ten miles ot Berlin. He settled at Frey-burg 
on the Unstrut,~ where he remained until his death 
(October 15, 1852), wi th the exception of a short 
It 
period in 1828, when he was exiled to Colleda on a 
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charge of sedition. In 1840 he was decorated by the 
Prussian government with the Iron Cross for bravery in 
the wars against Napoleon. In the spring of 1848 he 
was elected by the district of Naumburg to the German 
(19) 
national parliament. 
The first (Turnverein) societies in the United 
States were formed in Philadelphia and Cincinnati in 1848 
(20) 
by German refugees ••••••• It is reported that the 
Louisville Turngemeinde was established on September 2, 
1850, with the principal object of cultivating both the 
body and mind of it s members. During the first eleven 
years of ita existence the SOCiety is said to have pros-





Ibid., XII, p. 867 
-
The World ~ Encyc10Eedia, Vol. 16, p. 7321 
The Louis vll Ie Post ( Loui s ville, Kent ucky ) 
August !I, 19~ 
In an address commemorating the seventy-
third anniversary of the Louisville Turner organiza-
tion, Alfred Seligman tells the history and aims of 
the society, thusly: 
"The history ot the Turner Societies 
in the cOmltry ot its origin and as trans-
planted to the United states, is the story 
of brave, plain men and wamen who love lib-
erty, who strive honestly to do their work 
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in the world, who seek to live lives ot ser-
vice, to be of open mmds m matters ot 
faith and oonscientiously to support the 
cause ot education of the mind and ot the 
body, and in every aspect of life to be good 
and law abiding citizens of the country in 
which they live and have cast their tortunes. 
"I know ot no higher or nobler purpose 
to be pursued by men and wanen. " 
"The story of Freder iok LudWig Jahn, 
its founder, and of Beck, Fallen and "Lieber, 
his ardent supp~ters, otten has been written 
and is a familiar story. ' 
"Turner ism had it sbeginning in Saxon7 
in the darkest hours of Napoleon's oppression. 
Patriotism in Germany was dead. Sycophancy 
alone thr 1'Yed. Jabn declared that the hope 
of his distracted people lay in the proper ed-
ucation of the young, based on the elements of 
learning and developed through it.s higher as-
pects and coupled with a rational physical 
training. It was to be a .substitute for mili-
tarism and absolutism which the Turngemeindes 
consistently have opposed. 
"The idea met an almost mstant response. 
His school or gymnasium flourished. It was 
like the breath of new lite. The followers 
of Jahn entered tully in the ir part of the bur-
den. Germany was freed of the Hapo1eonic 
yoke. 
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"After the restoration, the Turner So-
cieties renewed their political activity, 
declaring for a more democratic form of gov-
ernment, enlarging political rights for the 
masses, and freedom of thought and conscience 
for all alike. 
"The movement was not revolutionary but 
stabilizing and constructive. It was much 
in the spirit of our own struggle in America, 
which established order with liberty. 
"Autocracy at home found Turnerism an 
obstacle to tyranny and the King of Prussia 
sought to crush it. Jahn first suffered im-
prisonment and later was banished. He died 
in 1852, having the happiness to see his idea 
recognized by the Government itself. 
"Beginning with 1842 the movement grew 
stronger and was a powerful factor in the Ger-
man Revoluticn of 1848. The sad story of that 
struggle is known. Reaction carried the day. 
From its bitter disillusions and dreadful after-
math, many leaders and disciples fled to the 
hospitable shores of America. 
"Our history was enriched, our community 
strengthened and our ~osperity enhanced by 
the acquisition as citizens of these brave men 
and women who thus became bone ot our bone, 
fIe sh of our flesh, sinew of our sinew. 
I. Among the earliest Turners who came to 
the United states were Dr. Karl Beck, who in 
1894 opened a school in Massachusetts and later 
became professor at Harvard: Dr. Karl E. Fallen, 
who came in about 1830, and who likewise taught 
at Harvard, established a gymnasium in Boston 
and became a preacher in the Unitarian Church; 
Franz Lieber, who came to the United States in 
1827, taught gymnastics and was the editor and 
publisher of the Encyclopedia Americana and 
a recognized authority on International Law. 
Other notables among the refugees were Carl 
Schurz, Franz Sigel and Frederick Hecker, 
who in war and peace vindicated the highest 
ideals of citizenShip and loyalty. 
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"As every student of history knows, the 
voluntary immigrant of every period, and from 
every cltme, under normal conditions, gener-
ally has represented the best of his native 
land. 
"The daring to leave old associations, to 
break old ties and to seek and to endure adven-
ture to secure freedom of conSCience, and the 
opportunities to tmprove and advance themselves 
and their children, is ot itself the result ot 
a process ot selectien, which brings out the 
stronger and the braver. The inefficient, the 
indifferent and the indolent, unless driven by 
circumstances stronger than themselves, do not 
emigrate. It requires a spark of divine cour-
age, a spirit of tine adventure, a boldness and 
foresight to tear up lite by the roots,to fa~e 
the perils of the sea, to learn a strange tongue 
and alien laws and customs, to blaze the path 
through the forest, to make the garden in the 
desert, to seek new fortunes, in an unknown and 
far away world. 
"Naturally, following this tide of home 
seekers in our land, Turngemelndes or Turner 
Societies were organized in various American 
cities. That in Louisville was organized 
seventy-three years ago and was typical of all 
the rest. It bas continued to ~xist honorably 
and successfully. 
"My earliest recollections are of the.mem-
bers of this society whom I 1mew in my boyhood 
and early manhood. They constituted a body of 
fine upstanding men and women, given to good 
works and kindly deeds, living clean, simple 
lives and constituting a source of wealth and 
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prosperity and well being for the entire com-
munity. The same characteristios and tradi-
tions exist to this day. 
"Among them I formed friendships and af-
feotions which happily have endured to this 
day. It would be invidious to select names 
for speoial mention from among that band -
but their influenoe was all for good. But 
this sooiety was something more than a mere 
gossip for pleasant assooiation. 
"The Turngemeinde was the debating society 
wherein were disoussed the questions of the day 
and formation of forward looking policies, many 
of which later reoeived a wider advocacy. 
"In the struggle for the abolition of slav-
ery, the Turngemeinde of' America played a con-
spicuous part. Their halls were the meeting 
place of those opposed to slavery. It is said 
that Wendell Phillips himself on one oocasion 
unable to obtain a ohurch or other place in which 
to speak, used the Turner Hall of Boston and the 
members 6f the society constituted a personal 
guard to secure his safety. Naturally it fol-
lowed that the Turners were almost unanimously 
for Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency and in the 
War of Seoession were practically united for the 
Union Cause. They were not only for emancipa-
tion but for the Union, and in this war poured 
out their blood like water under generals and 
captains like Schurz, Hecker, Sigel, Willich, 
and many others. 
"They ever have been staunoh defenders of 
our publio sohools and the right of free speech 
and a tree press. 
itA olause in the Society's declaration of 
prinoiples, reads: 
'We, the members of this union, believe in 
the United states of Amerioa as a demooraoy in 
a republic established upon the prinoiples of 
freedom, equality, justice and humanity, and 
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recognize in the harmonious eduoation of body 
and mind one of the most important prerequisites 
for pre serving and perfeoting this demooracy.' 
"Thus, it has been that the Turnvereins of 
America always have stood for the freedom of the 
individual, for the freeing of the human mind 
from the forces of bigotry and superstition and 
for the development of rational eduoation, physioal 
and. mental in order to qualify its youth for oiti-
zenship in tm Republic to whioh they have been 
and' are so deeply devoted. 
"As one writer has said, 'strongly individu-
~listic, the Turner desires a republic in which 
every oitizen is truly sovereign, in whioh the 
welfare of all stands higher than the advantage 
of indi vl dual s • ' 
"It follows from these prinoiples in the 
matter of politioal, eoonomios and sooial pro-
gress, the Turngemeindes have stood and stand 
against radical revolutionary programmes of 
every kind •••••••• 
"Some of the political tenets of· the Ameri-
oan Turner Sooieties announoed as early as 1870 
and all as early as 1878 were far: 
First - The seoret ballot 
Seoond - Initiative and referendum 
Third - Direot eleotion of United states 
Senators 
Fourth - Woman's suffrage 
"Some of these advanoed sooial and eoonomio 
theories promulgated by these newoomers forty years 
ahead of the times, have oome to be acoepted gen-
erally. 
"It is not proper here to go into an analysis 
of their views and I shall not do so, but it is 
suffioient to say that the spirit and ideas whioh 
formed the foundation of sooial and moral beliefs 






were founded upon that deep and growing sense 
of human fellowship, whioh sinoe has expressed 
itself in the widespread sooial unrest seeking 
the oorreotion of sooial and eoonomio evils in 
the world, and for whioh in this age has been 
so muoh labor and saorifioe. 
"They insisted upon no formal religion. 
They upheld the private virtues of sinoerity, 
truthfulness, industry whioh ever adorn per-
sonal oharacter. They believed that in rela-
tion to his fellowman, the individual is re-
quired to be righteous, to uphold justioe, to 
be champions of the poor and the oppressed, 
ever ready to wipe the tear from off the oheek 
of sorrow, to strike the shaokles from the en-
slaved, olothe the naked, feed the hungry, to be 
a father to the fatherless. They oared nothing 
'to prea;ch religion handsome and out of the wet.' 
"It would have surprised them most of all 
to be told that they were praotioing the essenoe 
of all religions, laid down by the prophet of 
old ••••••.•• 
"They believed and taught that life had a 
solemn purpose, that its toils and its servioes, 
its duties and tasks, were to be done with a 
Whole heart, a whole mind and a whole soul, and 
in obedience to a fundamental obligation from 
whioh no man, high or low, is exempt. 
"They believed and taught that life's 
aohievements were founded upon oharaoter, and 
that without sincerity and oharaoter,life was 
trivial and superfioial, and noble aohievements 
impossible. 
"And all t~se things which were true of the 
members of the sooiety years ago oontinue to be 
true to this day and the same principles satur-
ate the heart and influence the mind and oonduct 
of those who are now the members and supporters 
of the Louisville Turngemeinde." (22) 
(22) The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky) 
~eptember 30, 1923 
"Turners Mark 73d Anniversary" 
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Although the establishment of the Louisville 
organization of Turners is set at the date, September 
2, 1850, the society did not become incorporated until 
1893. The Artiel&s of Incorporation read that "Andrew 
Peklenk, Fred Obermiller, Robert Winkler, Ed. Ornstein, 
Edmund Groeschel, Her.man Rieke, F. Keidel, Henry Huening 
and Joseph Win tergerst, have associated themselves together 
and become incorporated under the corporate name of the 
'Turn-Verein Vorwaerts' •••• The purposes of said corpora-
tion are the strengthening and developing of a love of 
gymnast ics, and to provide suitable and proper means for 
the gratification of the same, the promotion of intellect-
ual recreation and literary education of its members, and 
the elevation and improvement of the powers and capacities 
(23) 
of the physical man, and the higher faculties of the mind." 
Another group that has helped to preserve a 
nationalistic consciousness by playing a prominent part in 
the lives of the German element of Louisville is the Swabian 
" " SOCiety of Schwabischer Unterstutzungs - Verein composed of 
individuals from Wirtemburg, Germany. Organized pr1marily 
(23) Corporation Book, No.8, p. 293, Jefferson County Court 
HArticles of Incorporation of the Turn-Verein 
Vorwaerts· MarCh ?, 1893 
-
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far benevolent purposes, the society has become mown 
for its social activities wherein members have partici-
pated in plays and dances in costumes native to their 
(24) 
fatherland. The idea of establishing the society 
was conceived in 1879; the first meeting was held on 
August 24, 1881, and the organization was incorporated 
on April 25, 1882 through the initiative of William Maier, 
Gottlieb Dreher, William Wagner, Christ Kuhn, Conrad 
(25) 
Binder, and Albert Pfeiffer. In 1884 the Schwab-
" ischer Sangerbund was organized, but it disbanded after 
(26) 
a short existence. 
The Articles of Incorporation of the Celtic 
Literary Association bear witness of Irish activities 
along cul tu.r al line s. In 1873 Wm. H. Graham, Peter J. 
(24) " " Kurze Chrinik ~ Entstehung ~ Sohwabischer 
Unterstutzungs - Vere1n " " 
PublIcatIon of £he SChwabischer Unterstutzungs-
Verein, Louisville, Kentucky, 1895 
(25) Corporation Book, No.2, p. 485 Jeffersoi County Court 
"Articles ~f Incorporation of the Sohwabischer 
Unterstutzungs-Vere1n" 
(26) 
April 25, 1882. 
fI Kurze OhD&nik uber Entstehung des Sohwabischer 
untersttzungs=vere1ri ---
PublIcatIon of tbi schwlbischer Unterst~tzungs­
Verein, Louisville, Kentucky, 1895 
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Dowling, M. J. Tierney, Daniel Fitzgibbon, James McKeag, 
Daniel E. Donoval, John Kelly, James J. Boyle, Robert 
Miller and Matthew o. Dougherty were granted a charter 
to establiSh the Celtic Literary Association ot Louis-
(27) 
ville. 
The object ot this association was to be the 
erection ot a suitable building or buildings tor a Lyceum, 
Library, lecture, and meeting roans to be devoted to the 
"social mind" and intellectual elevation ot its members 
and the general public. The organization hoped to en-
courage and toster the development of the Irish character 
(28) 
throughout the world. Membership in the group was 
(29) 
to be limited to persons of Irish birth or lineage. 
It will be noted that no mention has been made 
of activities of Italian immigrants in Louisville. Search 
disclosed that the first Italian-American club was organized 
by prominent citizens of Italian nativity on November 4, 
1906. The purpose of the organization as set forth in 
~ts constitution is for "the good and welfare of its mem-




Corporation Book, No.1, p. 261, Jefferson County Court 
"Act of Incorporation oftha Celtic Literary 
Associationn June 21, 1873 
~., Section 2 
~., Section 4 
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for the improvement intelleotually of local citizens 
of Italian birth and desoent, to enoourage sooial and 
brotherly interoourse and to disseminate knowledge 
that would lead to better understanding between those 
ot Italian descent and those citizens who descend from 
other nationalities; to aid Italians here to become 
( 30) 
good and usetul oitizens ot the United states." 
(30) The Louisville Herald-Post, (Louisville, Kentucky) 
February 13, 1927 





Records show that three historical societies 
were established in Louisville during the nineteenth 
century. Unfortunately, the first two organizations 
that appeared were short-lived and passed out of ex-
istence without achieving their objectives. They are 
important, despite their failure to realize success, in 
indicating the interest in historioal matters. They, 
too, may be regarded as forerunners of the third organi-
zation that flourished, developed, and ultimately en-
larged its scope and facilities to become the dominant 
society of its kind in the city and the state. 
The first organization in this group known as 
the Kentucky Historical Society came into being in 1838. 
It designated Louisville as its headquarters and location 
of its library and cabinet. ft. constitution and by-laws 
were adopted March 29, l838~ and the society went hope-
fully into operation. Hon. John Rowan was President; 
Hon. George M. Bibb and Henry Bibb, vice-presidents; 
D. C. Banks, recording secretary; Edward Jarvis, corre-
sponding secretary and librarian. It was in existence 
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for a number of years, but long since became extinct, (1) 
and its collections were dispersed". 
The Act to incorporate the Kentucky Historical 




-Whereas, the collection and preservation 
of the antiquities of our country, and of 
memorials and documents serving to illus-
trate its history and institutions, or to 
mark the progress of society, arts, and 
letters, in the United States, have a tend-
ency to enlarge the sphere of human knowl-
edge, aid the advancement of science, to 
perpetuate the history of moral and polit-
ical events, and to improve and interest 
posterity - therefore, 
"Section 1. Be it enacted by the 
General Assembly of the Commonwealth ot 
Kentucky: That John Rowan, George M. Bibb, 
Harry Pirtle, George D. Prentice, Reverend 
James F. Clarke, Reverend Benjamin o. Peers, 
Simeon S. Goodwin, James Brown and Leonard 
Blis s, Jr., and HlllBpnrey Mar shall, Br., . 
Wilkins Tannehill, and Edward Jarvis, M. D. 
and such others as may associate with them 
for the purposes aforesaid, be and they are 
hereby constituted a SOCiety, and body po-
litic and corporate, in law, by the name and 
style of the Kentucky Historical SOCiety; 
••••••••• "(2) 
History Of The Ohio Falls Cities And Their Counties, 
-VoI':-I, p. 289 -
Acts of the General AS8embEta0f the Commonwealth of 
- - -':entuOky, ISS'7, Pi'eF"'S'95, p. 269 -
nAn Act to incorporate the Kentucky Historical 
Soeiety· (Approved February 16, 1838) 






Aooording to the remarks of Colonel Reuben T. 
Durrett dealing with the Kentuoky Historioal Society, 
one finds that it "was not of long duration, but it 
served as a connecting link between the first libraries 
in our city and those which succeeded, and. thus reserved 
for posterity some valuable relios of the past. It took 
into its charge the letter written by General George 
Rogers Clark to his friend, the Hon. George Mason, of 
Gunston Hall, Virginia, and saved it from the destruo-
tion which deprived posterity of the journal of Oaptain 
Thomas Bullitt, and other important records of our early 
times. This letter is dated Falls of the Ohio, November 
19, 1779, and gives an acoount of the capture of the Brit-
ish posts of Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes in 1778, 
which did more to save our forefathers from the tomahawk 
and scalping knife of the savages than any other acts dur-
ing the Indian Wars upon our border. That this manu-
script might not perish as others had done it was sent to 
Robert Clarke, of Cincinnati, who published it in a book 
of one hundred and nineteen pages in 1869, and thus placed 
it beyong the possibility of loss to the world. If the 
Kentucky Historical SOCiety had done nothing but preserve 
this manuscript, its existence would not have been in vain; 
but it did more, and preserved a number of valuable books, 
which now appear in other libraries, and which can no 
(3) 
longer be purchased". 
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Not until the establishment or the Polytechnic 
Society or Kentuoky in 1876 was another historioal asso-
oiation formed, so rar as is known. The by-laws of the 
Polyteohnic Sooiety provided ror the establishment of de-
partments for the pursuit or speoialized knowledge. Ar-
ticle VII of the Sooiety's By-laws authorizes the estab-
lishment of "Aoademies" in the following manner: 
"Seotion 1. In order to rurther the 
objeot of the Polytechnic Sooiety. and pro-
mote the cultivation of knowledge in History, 
Language, Soiences, Art. Philosophy, and Tech-
nology, any five or more members of the So-
oiety may assooiate in the formation of an 
Aoademy for the oultivation of any branoh of 
useful knowledge approved by the Executive 
Council. 
"Seotion 2. Eaoh Academy so rormed 
may prescribe its own-rules of order and con-
ditions of membership, provided no one shall 
be admitted to membership in any Aoademy who 
is not a member of the Polyteohnic Sooiety of 
Kentuoky. 
"Seotion 3. Eaoh Academy ahall make a 
full report of its organization to the Execu-
tive Counoil, including copies of all by-laws 
and other standing rules, and shall also make 
an annual report of its prooeedings at. or 
before the Maroh meeting of the Council".(4) 
(3) Quotation from Colonel Reuben T. Durrett relating to 
the Kentucky Historioal SOCiety of 1838 in 
Historz or The Ohio Falls Cities And Their Counties 
Vol. l;-p:-i2~ -
(4) Pamphlet: Aot of Incorporation and By-Laws Of The 
Polyteohnio Society of Kentucky, 
Article VII of By-Laws. 
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An Academy of History was accordingly organ-
ized in 1883. A group of men assembled on July 25~ 
1883, in the Council rooms of the Polytechnic Society 
of Kentucky to organize a "Loan Exhibition" of objects 
illustrating Kentucky History for the Southern Exposi-
tion then being held in Louisvi~le. A temporary or-
ganization was effected with R. T. Durrett as chairman 
and Thomas Speed as ~ecretary. A proposal was made for 
the formation of an Historical Academy of the Polytechnic 
SOCiety of Kentucky. A committee was appointed to draw 
'(5) 
up a constitution and by-laws. 
Beginning in 1883 and extending through 1886 
there was held in Louisville an exposition of Southern 
products and industries coupled with improved machinery 
and appliances of the North. It was the successor of 
the Atlanta Exposition of 1881. In order to bring the 
project to Louisville citizens of Louisville, New Albany 
and Jeffersonville subscribed $250~OOO. The exposition 
was described as the most magnificent demonstration that 
had occurred in America with the exception of the Cent en-
(5) Minutes of Meeting of Academy ot History of the 
Polytechnic Society of Kentucky, July 25, 1883 
(Office of Clerk of United States District Court 




nial Exposition of 1876. 
The Exposition grounds were located in an area 
adjoining Central Park. Buildings housing the various 
demonstrations were classified under the following head-
ings: I. Natural Products; II. Machinery; III. Manu-
facturers; IV. Transportation; V. MusiC, Literature and 
(7) 
Art. 
The newly for.med Aoademy of History was con-
cerned with producing a display of Kentucky relics at 
the Southern Exposition. A news item appearing in the 
Courier-Journal on Sunday, July 29, 1883, referring to 
the organization of the Academy for the Preservation of 
the Historic Records of Kentucky says: 
(6) 
(7) 
"The meeting was not a large one, but 
consisted of gentlemen who take an interest 
in historic subjects, and the spirit mani-
fested on the occasion was indioative of that 
kind of earnestness which insures the success 
of such undertakings. 
"There is no part of our country whose 
historic field is more diversified and inter-
The Industrial Review. August 1, 1883 
~lished by John W. Ryckman 
"The Southern Exposition" - D. E. Sullivan, p. 1. 
Visitors' Guide To The Southern Exposition At Louisville, 
kentucky. PuDrished by Louisville Dalll-Commeroial 
LOuisville, Kentucky. l88S, p. 4S 
esting than that of Kentucky. Here began 
that contest between the white man and the 
red whioh look to dominion over the vast 
region stretohing from the Allegheny Moun-
tains to the Pacific Ocean. Here civiliza-
tion first began to follow the footsteps of 
the pioneer as in his westward march he 
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crossed the Ohio, passed the MisSissippi, 
climbed over the Rocky Mountains, and finally 
arrested his steps on the shores of the Pacific. 
We have a history, which anterior to our own, 
records the deeds of England, France and Spain 
for dominion here; and going beyond these mighty 
powers, stretches over the centuries of aborigi-
nal tribes until it is lost in the shadows of 
the mounds whose origin none may tell. 
"It is the ob ject of the academy just 
organized to preserve such records of Kentucky's 
past history as may yet be within its reach . 
while gathering those of the present and future. 
The rude implements of the mound builder and the 
Indian will have their place in this collection, 
as well as the book, the pamphlet and the paper 
of the Englishman, the Spaniard and the French-
man. Nor will our collection be complete until 
we glean from some adjacent states, for the his-
tory of Virginia is our own, while that of OhiO, 
Indiana, Illinois and the other glorious repub-
lics carved out of the territory were by our 
Clark as our kindred. 
lilt is the intention of the academy while 
gathering historic works for the use of its mem-
bers to give strangers the opportunity to see the 
curiosities of the collection. The association 
is already in possession of some of the wonders of 
history, such as early printed books, pamphlets, 
maps, papers, eto., and othersare promised. These 
will be exhibited to strangers during the Exposition, 
and it is the hope to enlarge the collection by the 
addition of such curiosities as may be lent or given 
for the oocasion. Arrangements will be made with 
express oompanies to bring and return free of cost 
to the owners such books, papers, relics, eto. as 
may be worthy of exhibition in a historic oolleo-
tion. A committee was appointed at the 
meeting 7esterday who will issue a circular 
specifying the things wanted and ask their 
contribution or loan for the exhibition. 
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"The officers elected at the meeting yes-
terda7 were Col. R. T. Durrett, President; Judge 
James S. Pirtle, Vice-President, and Capt. Thomas 
Speed, Secretary and Treasurer. (8) 
The following circular was presented to the mem-
bers of the Polytechnic SOCiety: 
"August 1, 1883 
"To the members of the Polytechnic Society. 
"This is to advise you that an Academy of His-
tory has been formed in the Polytechnic Societ7 
for the 'purpose of promoting the study of Kentuoky 
history, and to collect and preserve books; pamph-
lets, letters, maps, documents, and papers, and 
also relics and curiosities, such as arms and mili-
tary equipment, implements Qf industry, personal 
and household ornament s, clothing, furniture, por-
traits, etc., et~., which pertain to or illustrate 
the history of Kentucky and her people fram the 
earliest times. 
"The membership of this Academy is to consist 
of such members 6f the Po17technis SOCiety as choose 
to unit e with it. The current expenses of the 
Academy will be paid by the PolytechniC Society, so 
that no dues will be r6:l uired of the members. 
"It is unnecessary to set forth the value and 
importance of such an organization in Louisville. 
The propriety also of having it in connection with 
the PolytechniC Society is apparent. It will ex-
(8) Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentuoky) 
J'uIi 29, 1883 
The Academy of History" 
,.., 
I 
tend a continuous invitation to all who may be 
in possession of articles of historic value, to 
deposit them in a collection where the,. will be 
safely preserved, and can be seen by everyone 
interested in the history of Kentucky. 
"The co-operation of all the members of the 
Polytechnic Society is earnestly solicited in 
this work. 
"Members receiving this circular are invited 
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to unite with the Academy of History, by sending 
their names to Thos. SRbad, 511 West Green Street, 
in order that they ms.y e enrolled as members. 
They are also requested to meet the Academy on 
Saturday, the 4th inst. ,at 4 0' clock p ~ m. 
R. T. Durrett 
President" (9) 
A newspaper account of the Academy meeting ot 
August 4, 1883, describes the enthusiasm of the partici-
pants in planning a display for the Southern Exposition. 
It discloses plans for ere cting in Central Park for the 
use of the historical society a building designed as a 
fac-simile of the residence of "Kentucky's first Governor, 
. (10) 
George Rogers Clark". 
(9) Minutes of Meeting of Academy ot History of the 
Polytechnic Society of Kentucky, 
July 31, 1883 
(Office of Clerk ot United States District 
Court of Western Distriotot Kentucky) 
(10) Courier-Journ.l (Louisville, Kentuck1> 
A~st 5, 1883 




The minutes of the meeting ot the Academy 
dated August 14# 1883, constitute the final record ot 
the organization. There is no evidence that the 
Academy succeeded in attaining its objectives. The 
organization must have been sbort-lived, and doubtless, 
experienced little success in its undertakings; however, 
it evidently formed the nucleus of a subsequent organi .. 
zation that has fulfilled rather adequately the object-
ives ot the former Academy. "On May 15# 1884, Reuben 
T. Durrett# Richard H. Collins, William Chenault, John 
Mason Brown, Basil W. Duke, George M. Davie, James S. 
Pirtle, Thomas W. Bullitt, Alexander P. Humphrey and 
Thomas Speed, ten of the leading spirits of Louisville, 
met at the residence of Colonel Reuben Thomas Durrett -
202 East Chestnut Str~et, at the southeast corner ot 
Brook - and organized an association tor the purpose of 
collecting and preserving Kentucky history. Colonel 
Durrett, the chief instigator of this movement, was a 
journalist, lawyer, a man ot affair~, and a student ot 
Kentucky history. He was elected president, with Thomas 
Speed secretary and E. T. Halsey treasurer. 
"The organization was named The Filson Club. It 
was so called in honor ot John Filson who, one hundred 




~ntucky - ~ Discovery, Settlement ~ Present state 
of Kentucky. The first paper read before t~ Club was 
by Colonel Durrett, and with equal appropriateness an 
enlargement of this paper was its first Publication -
John Filson, The First Historian of Kentucky, An Ac-
(11) 
count of His Life and Writings". 
In 1891 the Club was incorporated. 
II of its charter reads as follows: 
Article 
"The principal place of business of 
this corporation is Louisville, Kentucky. 
The general nature of the business to be 
transacted is the collection and preser-
vation and publication of Historic matter 
pertaining to the State of Kentucky and 
adjacent states; and the cultivation of 
a taste for historic inquiry and study 
among its members. The Club shall have 
power to collect, maintain and preserve 
a library and a mus6um and to acquire suit-
able Ft0unds and buildings in which to place 
them. (12) 
(11) Rothert, otto A., The Filson Club And Its Activities 
- !884-TIm2";P. 6 
Filson Club Publications: No. 32 
(12) Corporation Book, no. 7, p. 360 
Jefferson County Court 
"Articles of Incorporation of the Filson Club" 







In summary, the foregoing is as eomprehensive 
a survey of the cultural developments in nineteenth cen-
tury Louisville as is possible from the data available 
to the writer at the present time. The point of view 
taken throughout has been that such cu! tural development 
is to a large degree reflected by the activity of the 
citizenry of a community in participating in organiza-
tions of the type described as distinguished from busi-
ness and professional activities. The attempt has been 
made to review the early history and development of such 
movements; their life and activities have been detailed 
and, wherever such actions occurred, their emergence in-
to existing institutions has been pOinted out. 
In the course of the century seven library 
associations appeared at various intervals. Each organ-
ization rendered service to the community for a relatively 
Short period of time; however, each organization paved 
the way for succeeding organizations until, at the "turn 
of the century", an institution was established that has 
survived until the present time. The foregoing survey ae-




tions: Louisville Library Company, 1816; Library of 
the Kentucky Historical Society, 1838; Mercantile Asso-
ciation Library, 1847; Kentucky Mechanics' Institute. 
1854; Young Men's Christian Association, 1867; Public 
Library of Kentucky, 1870; Library of the Polytechnic 
Society of 1878; Louisville Free Public Library, 1902. 
The Lyceum as a factor in cultural development 
was short-lived. The apparent interest manifested in 
this organization in 1831 proves that the citizens of 
Louisville were keeping pace in a nation-wide effort to 
establish the Lyceum as a means of cultural improvement. 
Scientific advancement movements were expressed 
through societies based for the most part upon desire to 
improve knowledge of medical science and instances of pop-
ular scientific lectures. Such activities were evidenced 
in the subsequent years: 1833, 1835, 1838, 1841-1842, 1851, 
1860, 1869, 1880, 1883. 
Literary and musical societies developed inter-
mittently through the century. Marked interest in these 
fields of improvement manifested itself in the "sixties" 
and continued on through the century. The two outstanding 
organizaticns that apparently exerted most influence in the 
community have been the Woman's Club and the Louisville 
Liederkranz. The existence of the type of musical socie-
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ties appearing m this survey tends to show a desire on the 
part of participants to develop an appreciation for class-
ical music. 
The nationalistic cultural groups show active in-
terest on the part of tmmigrants, particularly the Swiss 
and the Ger.man element. In almost every instance music 
again played a dominant part in providing a unifying agency 
among Louisville residents of foreign birth. 
Of the historical associations that were organized 
during the period included in this survey, one has beoome a 
dominating factor in the cultural life of Louisville. The 
ideals and objectives of the Kentucky Historical SOCiety of 
1838 and the Academy of History of 1883 are being realized 
through the successful functioning of the Filson Club at 
the present time. 
It will be noted that fifty-two movements are 
taken into account in this survey. Of these organizations 
the most outstanding that are functioning institutions in 
present-day Louisville are: the Louisville Free Public 
Library; the Filson Club; the Woman's Club. 
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CONSTITUTION !Bl2 BY-LAWS .9! !!!! ACADEMY .Q! 




I. The name of this Society shall be, The Academy 
of History of the Polytechnic Society of Kentucky. 
II. The object of the Society shall be to promote the 
study of the History of Kentucky, and to collect 
and preserve, books, pamphlets, letters, maps, 
documents, etc. of and pertaining to Kentucky 
history and literature: also all articles, 
relics and curiosities such as arms and military 
equipments, furniture, clothing, portraits, etc. 
etc. whiCh illustrate the history of Kentucky 
and its people from th~ earliest times. 
III. This Society shall be composed of such members 
of the Polytechnic Society of Kentucky as may 
choose to unite with it. 
. ~. 
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IV. The officers of the Society shall be a Presi-
dent, Vice-President and Secretary, who shall 
hold their offices one year and until their 
successors are elected and qualified. The 
Secretary shall be also the Treasurer of the 
Society. 
V. The Society shall make by-laws for the regula-
tion of its business, and new ones may be made 
at any regular meeting of the Society by a ma-
jority vote of the members present. 
VI. This Constitution may be amended by a vote of 
the majority of the members of the So~iety. 
~ BY-LAWS 
... 
I. ~e President of this Society shall appoint 
annually an Executive Committee oonsisting of 
two members, of whioh Executive Committee the 
President and Secretary shall be ex-officio 
memers. 
The duty of this Committee shall be to provide 
for meetings of this Society and for keeping 
the property of the SOCiety, and in general to 
carry forward and ccnduct the business of the 
Sooiety. 
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II. The Society shall hold meetings at the call of 
the Executive Committee. 
III. Any meeting called by the Executive Committee 
shall be a regular meeting, and five members 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
IV. 
of busine s s. 
The By-laws of this Society may be amended at 
any meeting of the Academy provided notice of 
the intended amendment be given to the members 









MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF TEE ACADEMY 
.....;;;----- ---
OF HISTORY OF THE POLYTECHNIC 
--
SOCIETY OF KENTUCKY 
Thursday 5 o'clock P. M. July 25, 1883 
A number of gentlemen met in the Council rooms 
of the Polytechnic Society of Kentucky pursuant to a no-
tice received signed by E. H. Brown, R. T. Durrett, T. W. 
Bullitt - request1ng a meet1ng for the purpose of organ-
izing a ttLoan Exhibition" of objects il1ustrat1ng Kentucky 
History. 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. E. A. 
Grant who stated the general purpose for which the meeting 
was called, and on his motion a temporary organization was 
made by electing R. T. Durrett chairman and Thos. Speed 
secretary. 
After consultation and suggesticns of various 
propositions Dr. Grant moved that an Historical Academy 
of the Polytechnic SOCiety of Kentucky be formed -
This was agreed to. 
.. 
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Pursuant to motion the chair appointed the fol-
lowing committee to draw up a constitution and by-laws -
Dr. E. A. Grant 
Thomas Speed 
John Mason Brown 
E. H. McDowell 
Jas. S. Pirtle 
on motion a committee consisting ot B. H. Young, 
Dr. E. A. Grant and R. C. Tevis was appointed to confer 
with the officers of the Southern Exposition and ascertain 
what terms and arrangements can be made in the Exposition 
ot Articles illustrating Kentucky History. 
on motion the meeting adjourned to meet again 
on Saturday July 28th at 4 0'c1ock P. M. 
(Clerk of District Court) 
Polytechnic Society of Kentucky 
Academy of History 
Saturday July 28th 4 P.M. 1883 
Meeting called to order by the chairman R. T. Durret. 
The report of the Committee appointed to conver with 
the officers of the Exposition Co. called for and Dr. E. A. 
----------------------------------------,-
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Grant reported verbally to the errect that the managers 
or the Exposition desire a statement in writing, to be 
presented to them# setting rorth exactly what is desired. 
That they regard the proposition or making a 
display or articles illustrating Ky. History favorably. 
The report or the c'ommittee appointed to draft 
a Oonstitution and Bylaws was called for and report made. 
It was discussed section by section and arter 
certain alterations and amendments the following Consti-
tution and Bylaws were unanimously adopted. 
The Constitution and bylaws having been adopted, 
the following officers were elected: 
R. T. Durrett - President 
James S. Pirtle Vice-President 
Thomas Speed - Secretary 
It was then moved and carried that the Secretary 
be instructed to prepare a circular addressed to the mem-
bers of the Polytechnic Society of Kentucky setting forth 
the organization of the academy and its object. 
It was also moved and carried that a committee 
of three be appointed by the President to prepare a circu-
lar to be s1gned by all the members of this Academy, set-
ting forth the purpose of this organization and request con-
tribution of material - The circular to be published, 
and also mailed to citizens of the state. 
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The president appointed the following as this 
Oommittee 
William Winston Fontaine 
James s. Pirtle 
Dr. E. A. Grant 
The President appointed the Executive Oom-
mittee as prOvided in the First Bylaws as follOWS: 
Major E. H. McDonald 
Dr. E. A. Grant 
On motion adjourned to meet Tuesday, July 
31st at 4 P. M. 
Tuesday July 31st 4 P.M. 1883 
Academy met pursuant to adjournment 
President Durret in the chair. 
Wm. Winston Fontaine of the Oommittee appointed 




ROOMS OF THE ACADEMY OF HISTORY 
Of The polytechnic Society of Kentucky 
Louisville, August, 1883. 
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Dear Sir: On the 28th ultimo there was organized under 
the charter of the Polytechnic Society of Kentucky an 
Academy of History. 
Our present purpose in addressing you is to 
call attention to a proposed display during the Southern 
Exposition of articles illustrating in any manner the 
history of Kentucky, beg1nning with the mound-builder 
and coming down to the present time. 
Kentucky is classic ground. World wide is 
the fame of her pioneers, soldiers, statesmen, jurists, 
artists, and noble wamen. Among her historic families 
were preserved many relics of the men and wamen who made 
the early history of our state illustrious. Many of 
these relics have been presented to the PolytechniC So~ 
oiety of Kentucky, and are regarded by citizens and 
strangers alike with an interest almost reverential. 
This collection is being arranged for exhibi-
tion, and we propose to add to it, either tamporarily or 
permanently, as the owners may desire, any article that 
illustrates the manner of life of the prehistoric race 
populating or roaming over "the dark and bloody ground"; 
or indicates the characteristics of the worthy pioneers 
of our state; or recalls the memory of some sage or hero 
living dur1n~ "the Revolutionary period" the "War of 1812", 
the "Mexican , or the late war between the states. 
A collection of primitive implements, arms, 
furniture, clothing, household and personal ornaments, 
chairs, books, maps, letters, and portraits of distin-
guished Kentuckians, or persons connected, either closely 
or remotely, with the history of Kentucky, and especially 
histories in manuscripts, local or general scrap-book 
diaries, journals, biographies, and old papers would be 
of great interest to the thousands who visit Louisville 
during the Southern Exposition. 
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As a descendant of one of the old families 
of the state, you doubtless have some relic of bygone 
days that will be of interest, and recall to mind the 
deserved fame of your ancestors. If you have not 
such object yourself, you may know those who have; in 
either case, we ask your earnest co-operation in se-
curing small objects for the proposed exhibition. 
All due care will be taken for the preserva-
tion of such articles and for return of such as are 
loaned to us. 
Please have such articles marked with name 
of owner, and give its history as far as possible. 
Also state whether the article is donated to 
the permanent collection of the Polytechnic Society of 
Kentucky or merely lent for this exhibition; if the 
latter, state when the article must be returned, and 
give full directions for its return. 
Articles either lent or donated should be 
sent by express to Dr. E. A. Grant, Secretary of the 
Polytechnic Society of Kentucky, Louisville, Ky. 
When thus directed the express company will carry 
these articles free of charge. 
Wm. w. Fontaine 
Jas. S. Pirtle 
E. A. Grant 
E. H. McDonald 
Thos. Speed Henry Watterson 
Wm. Chenault Thos. W.Bu1litt 
Bennett H. YoungJohn Mason Brown 
R. T. Durrett James P. Boyce 
Basil Manly 
R. H. Porter 
R. C. Tevis 




The Secretary then presented the following 
circular to the members of the Polytechnic SOCiety 





Polyteohnio Society of Kentuoky 
August 1, 1883 
To the Members of the Po1ytechnio Society. 
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This is to advise you that an Academy of History 
has been formed in the Polytechnio Sooiety for the purpose 
of promoting the study of Kentuoky history, and to oolleot 
and preserve books, pamphlets, letters, maps, documents, 
and papers, and also relios and ouriosities, such as arms 
and military equipments, ~p1ements of industry, personal 
and household ornaments, clothing, furniture, portraits, 
etc. eto., whioh pertain to or illustrate the history of 
Kentuoky and her people from the earliest times. 
The membership of this Aoademy is to consist of 
such members of the Polytechnic Society as choose to unite 
with it. The current expenses of the Academy will be 
paid by the Polytechnic SOCiety, so that no dues will be 
required of the members. 
It is unnecessary to set forth the value and 1m-
portance of such an organization in Louisville. The pro-
priety also of having it in connection with the Polytechnic 
SOCiety is apparent. It will extend a continuous invita-
tion to all who may be in possession of articles of his-
toric value, to deposit them in a collection where they will 
be safely preserved, and can be seen by everyone interested 
in the history of Kentucky. 
The co-operation of all the members of the Poly-
technic Society is earnestly solicited in this work. 
Members receiving this ciroular are invited to 
unite with the Academy of History, by sending their names 
to Thos. Speed, Secretary, 511 West Green Street, in order 
thar-fOey may be enrolled as members. They are also re-
quested to meet the Academy on Saturday, the 4th inat., at 
4 o'clock p. m. 
Thos. Speed, 
Secretary 
R. T. DURRETT 
President 
Adjourned to meet Saturday August 4 at 4 P. M. 
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Friday August lOth 4 1'. M. 1883 
The Committee appointed at the last meeting not 
being ready to report nothing was done at this meeting. 
Adjourned until Aug. 14, 1883 
Tuesday August 14th 4:30 P.M. 1883 
Meeting called to order by the Secretary. In the 
absence of the President E. J. McDermott was called to the 
chair. 
Dr. Grant reported that the Express Companies had 
declined to transport articles to be used in the Loan Ex-
hibition free of charge. He stated the ob ject of the 
Academy to the new members who were present. 
The propriety of having some one deliver an ad-
dress to awaken interest in the work of the academy was 
discussed and favored. 
The matter was left to the judgment of the Execu-
tive Committee and the Academy adjourned to assemble again 
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